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ESTIMONIES of 
FRIENDS“ and others, correſponding with 
the Doctrines of 'Chri/tianity, recommended 
to the Conſideration, it, of MinisTERs. 
Secondly, ELDEHRSS. Thirdly, To every 
Member of the Church, who makes a plain 
outward Appearance ; as a Touch-ſtone from 
the Spirit of Chriſt, through his Servants, to 
try our Practice by; ii, In the Education 
of our Children, and Inſtruction of our 
Families in Religion. Secondly, In getting 
and ſpending Riches ; in Buildings, and 
furniſhing them and our Tables. Thirdly, In 
Marriages, and coſtly Entertainments at the 
fame. Fourthly, In paying Tithes. Fifthly, 
In Trades or Occupations, and Merchandize. 
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The Introduction. 


Dear Friends, Brethren and Siſters, 
T' is in my Mind, by way of Introduction to the 


following ExTRACTS, to remind us of one of 
the principal Ends of our peculiar Call by the 


Spirit of God, from the Spirit of the World, to be 
a People ſeparate from the many religious Names, 
as well as their corrupt Nature; called of God, (to 
exhibit an Example of Righteouſneſs to the Word) 
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and bleſſed above all the Families of the Earth with 
a clearer Maniteſtation of the Will of God, through 
the Light, Grace and Truth, which comes by Jeſus 
Chriſt. And for what End was this larger Share of 
L ight and Knowledge communicated to us? Did 

De Lord chooſe us out of the World, becauſe we 
were more holy than others, and therefore merited 
his eſpecial Regard ? No verily : But on the con- 
trary, we were by depraved Nature Children of 
Wrath as well as others, and under the ſame Law 
of Condemnation for Sin, having run with them to 
the fame Exceſs of Riot in the Time of our Igno- 
rance, and therefore were not in a Condition to 


chooſe the Lord Chriſt for our Portion; but it was 


with us, as he ſaid to his immediate Diſciples, Zou 
bave not choſen me, but I have choſen you, and ordained 
you, that you ſhould go and bring forth Fruit, and that 
your Fruit ſhould remain, I have choſen you out of the 
World, and therefore it hateth you but you know it 
bated me before it bated you, 3 J left if of it, that 
the Works thereof are «vil. 

And as divine Wiſdom, in all Ages, was pleaſed 


to make uſe of Inftruments to effect his holy Pur- 


poſes, as well as to be Witneſſes to the powerful 
Operations of his Hands, which cauſed them to diſ- 
play his Glory, Might, Majeſty and Dominion, and 
to ſhew forth his Praiſe in the Beauty of his Holineſs, 
oftering Praiſe in the right ordering of their Conver- 
ſation: For this very Purpoſe did he chooſe the 
MinisTRy, in the Time of the Revival of divine 
Knowledge, and breaking forth of the true Light 
among us as a People, and ordained them to teſtify 


againſt the World, its Corruption in Religion, 1 
Manners and Practice: ; choſen, as lays the Apoſtle, 


lo be a peculiar People, a royal Prieſthood, anointed ; 


and ſantlified through the Truth ; or truly ſanctified, 


to miniſter and witneſs both of the Things which they 
had ſeen, and thoſe Things in which the Lord ſhould |} 


or 
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or would appear to them; 10 open the Eyes of the 
Blind, cloſed by the God of this World; 7o turn 
them from Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power of 
Satan to God, that they might receive Forgiveneſs of 
Sins, and an Inheritance among them that are ſanfified 
by Faith in Chriſt. Divine Wildom farther deſigned 
we ſhould be as the Salt of the Earth, to ſeaſon Men 
by our ſavoury Converſation, and to be the Lights of 
the World, that others might be directed thereby in 
the living Way to the Kingdom of God; @ City ſet 
in an eminent and conſpicuous Situation, that could 
not be hid; in Dignity above all others, uniform, 
compact and conſiſtent ; at Unity with its Self ; 
govern'd by Laws and Maxims founded in the Light 
and Truth, which inſtructs and requires the Inhabi- 
tants of Zion, the holy Hill of the Lord, to glorify 
God in whatſoever they put their Hands unto, that 
thereby others might be incited to believe in the 
Light through their Word, or the powerful Influ. 
ence of their truly Chriſtian Practice and Example, 
that at length theſe alſo might bring forth much Fruit 
to the Praiſe and Glory of God. 

Was this then one great Purpoſe of our high and 
holy Calling, as a Chriſtian Society in general, and 
the Miniſtry in particular? Moſt certainly yes. 
Then it is evident, that our Concern tor temporal, 
ſpiritual, and eternal Things, is not to be limited to 
ourſelves; no Man is born merely for himſelf, and 
no Man lives or dies to himſelf ; but his Life and 
Death hath a Tendency to promote Good or Evil. 
Our Views were intended, by divine Wiſdom, to be 
directed in the firſt Place, to the Honour of God; 
in the next, to our own Benefit, and the Good of our 
Brethren and fellow Creatures; and therefore the 
Apoſtle enjoins the Chriſtian Converts, 4% do all 
Things io the Glory of God; and cautions them againſt 
ſeeking only their own Things, but bids every Man 


* look alſo on the Things of others ; which he thus farther 


A 2 explains, 
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explains, Let no Man ſeek his own, (altogether) but 
every Man another's Wealth, Welfare, or Profit, in 
Temporals as well as ſpiritual Things. Here then is 
the religious Juſtice due firſt to God, and next, from 
one Member of the Chriſtian Church to another, as 
well as to Mankind in general. And how much 
greater is this Obligation on Miniſters and Elders, 
to whom the Care, Inſtruction, exampling, feeding 
and Overſight of the Flock, Family or Church of 
Chriſt, is committed? In this Senſe, every one is 
obliged to be his Brother's Keeper : An awful and 
momentous Charge indeed | How great then muſt 
be the Guilt we lie under, if we dilcharge not this 
ſacred Truſt committed to us by God himſelf ? 
How cautiouſly then ought Miniſters and Elders, 
Sc. to walk in all godly Fear and Circumſpection, 
as Enſamples to the Flock, not only in Word and 
Doctrine, but in that which ſpeaks the moſt efſectu- 
ally and convincing, in Life and Converſation, or 
Pra#tice, giving no juſt Occaſion of Offence to 7e 
nor Gentile, nor to the Church of Chriſt, to ſpeak 
Evil of Dignities, or the Dignity of our holy Pro- 
teſſion ? I lay, it highly behoves Miniſters and El- 
ders to be blameleſs in all Things, walking conformably 
and conliſtent with the Doctrines of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, adorning the Goſpel in all Things ; other- 
wiſe they are not properly qualified to example, 
exhort, counſel, caution, reprove and rebuke, with 
all Authority, the Backſliders, Gainfayers and Un- 
faithful in the Church; for whom it hath long been 
the earneſt Travail of my Soul, Night and Day, that 
they might come to witneſs Redemption from the 
Spirit of the World, by which they have been ſo 
long held in Bondage: And in a particular and eſpe- 
cial Manner hath my Spirit in great Fervency been 
engaged, that the Miniſtry might be blameleſs ; that © 
thoſe who have a Diſpenſation of the Goſpel com- 
mitted to them, might be preſcrved faithful in every 
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Branch of our Chriſtian Teſtimony, kept by the 
Direction and Leading of the Spirit of Truth in the 
holy Way of Truth, and out of all Error ; that 
they might act conſiſtent with the Dignity of their 
high and holy Vocation, forbearing to do any 
Thing againſt the Truth, but every Thing for its 


Promotion and Honour, whether in eating, drink- 
ing, clothing, buying, ſelling, marrying, or giving 


in Marriage, building Houſes, and furniſhing the 


* ſame; that all and every Action of our Lives might 
glorify God, or at leaſt, in all theſe Things that 


we be careful not to diſhonour him. In ſuch a Caſe, 
I am perſuaded the Goſpel] Power would run and 


be glorified z Men would ſay, God is with us of a 


Truth and the Uncircumciſed in Heart and Ear 
would hear, if Practice and Example ſpoke more 
generally in thoſe who think themſelves more re- 


formed than others: There would be now, as for- 


merly, many taking hold of the Skirt of the true 


Jed, ſaying, Now we believe; not becauſe we have 


heard the Doctrines of the Goſpel preached by you, 
but the powerful Influence of your truly Chriſtian 
Practice we cannot reſiſt ; we are now ſenſible you 
believe the Truths of the Goſpel, for the Work's 


| Sake which accompanies your Faith. In ſuch a Caſe, 
the People would not retort as now they do, Such a 


| one, lay they, preached to himſelf this Day.—Another 


we hear crying, aye ! So jay, /o do.—A Third look 
at the Pride in their Families, A Fourth obſerve 


ſuch and ſuch Grandeur.—A Fifth look at their Love 


of the World, and earneſt Purſuit of Riches. With 
many more ſuch like Retortions, which proceed from 
the Mouths of many of the Members of our own 
Society. | | 

And here let us give a little Attention, and hear 
the World ſpeak ; tor neither will they believe our 
Report: Says one, Now you Quakers have convinced 
us your Principles are right, you arg leaving them 
5” your ſelves : 
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yourſelves : Where's your Contempt of the World ? 
How can you ſpeak againſt the earneſt Purſuit of 


Riches ; for who more earneſt to accumulate Wealth 
than your People? Where's the Self- denial you pretend 


to ? Don't you gratify the Luſt of the Eye, and Pride 


of Life, though plain, yet in rich and coſtly Silks, and 


the fineſt of Linen? Do you call this Self-denial ? And 
then, what Time do you take to dreſs yourſelves in your 
Plain Nicely and Exatineſs Me are not half fo long 
putiing on our Finery, Again, one aſked, How we 
could pray that lle Vanities and Glories of the World 
might be ſtained in the Eyes of the eule, which ſhe 
heard pray*d for in a Mecting, and when ſhe came 
out made this Remark ; You bo!h make and ſell theſe 
Vanities, Another ſaid, We have no Scruple about 
theſe Things ; but bow you that have, and yet make 
and ſel! them, is a Wonder tous. Another, purchaſing 
fome vain Things, looked with Aꝗmiration on the 
plain Friend that could fell ſuch Things, With 
many more ſuch Obſervations on our Inconſiſtencics 
in other Things, too numerous to relate. 

Obſerve, dear Friends, how we are reproached 
now, not for reforming, but conforming to the World 
in many Reſpects; and though there has been ſo 
much Labour beſtowed to convince the World of 
our Chriſtian Principles, and what great Self-denial 
they lead to, we can't deny that they have abundant 
Reaſon to ſay as they do of many, They are contra- 
dicting them themſelves, And now, dear Friends, per- 
mit me to ſay, while by Practice any of us thus do, 
whatever our Station be in the Church, whether pub- 
lick or private, both Profeſſion and Preaching will 
be vain 3 the People, it is to be feared, will remain 
in Unbelief. And I farther add, I do not commu- 
nicate theſe Things to you with any other View, 
than that of a long wiſhed for Reformation in our 
poor declining Society; that thoſe by whom Offences 
come, might no longer offend againſt the Light, the 
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ſacred Rule we profeſs to walk by, which you 


know is no leſs than the Direction and Leading of the 
Spirit of God, And allow me further to fay, which 


I do with Regret, that there ſhould be any Cauſe for 


it, Many ſee and ſay, that this wiſhed for Reforma- 
tion muſt begin in MixisrT ERS, ELDERs, Rur ERSõ, 
and all ſuch as appear outwardly in Plainneſs: 
The Sons of Levi, and others mention'd, muſt be 
purify*d : I mean, ſuch of theſe who have contracted 
roo much of the Duſt of the Earth, and Spots of the 
World ; for, in this Senſe, the Head is partially ſick, 
which is the Cauſe the Heart of the Faithful taints ; 
and they are greatly ſtraitned till the fiery Baptiſm 
is throughly accompliſhed in ſuch who are but 
partially waſhed, or at leaſt have been again defiled 
by turning to, and loving this preſent World: And 
on this Occaſion the faithful Miniſters are weeping as 
between the Porch and the Altar, ſaying, Spare ihe 
People, O Lord, who are called by thy Name ; and are 
offering daily the Sacrifice for themſelves as well as 
for the People, fervently petitioning the God of 
Knowledge to try and ſearch them throughly, and it 
any Iniquity remain, by his cleanſing Power he 
would do it away : And that every one who profeſs 
the bleſſed pure Truth, may have not only their 
Feet, but their Head and Hands throughly purily'd, 
that they may walk in Integrity and Equity before 


the People, as was ſaid of the Houle of Levi, My 


Covenant, ſaith the Lord, was with him of Life and 
Peace, Iniquity was not found in his Lips, he walked 
with me in Peace and Equity, and did turn many away 
from Iniquity : But when he departed out of the Way, 


he cauſed many to ſtumble at the Law, which he 


had been partial in, and ſo corrupted the Covenant. 
And again, that we might be of upright Minds 
and ſound udęments, always remembring that we 


are to judge for God, and not for Man; that we 


may fout our Eyes ſrom ſeeing of Evil, which, *tis to 
A 4 be 
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he feared, ſome paſs by with too gentle, if any, 
Reproot of it; that we may ſtop orr Ears from hear- 
ing of Blood, liſtening to, or by any Means giving 
Way to the corrupt Reaſoning and carnal Argu- 
ments of libertine Spirits, who though they are 
called of the People of //rael, were as of old, 
cathered together and combining with the Spirit of 
Herod, Pontius Pilate, and the Gentiles, againſt the 
holy Child Zeſus, crying out in Effect and Practice, 
Slay this Witneſs that riſes up againſt us and our Deeds. 
I fay, don't let us countenance this Diſpotition in 
any who are crucifying the Lord afreſh, though 
never ſo near and dear to us; nor encourage thoſe 
Things which put him to open Shame. And that we 
may alſo ſhake our Hands from holding of Bribes, 
ever refuſing to be bribed againſt the Truth, either 
trom our own Hearts Luſts, or from Wives, Chil- 
dren, Friends or Relations, remembring, in the 
Caſe of Idolatry under the Law, a Man was not to 
know his neareſt of Kin, «when acting for God's Honour: 
Then the Tdolater was not ſpared ; but under the 
more linient Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, the Idol only 
is to be deſtroyed, And again, let us ever be on our 
Guard, that we are not bribed with the flattering 
Affection of the People; remembring, 'tis not our 
own Honour, but the Honour of God we are con- 
cerned for : And laſtly, let us take Care, and keep 
a double Guard, that we are nol bribed by //or!dly 
Intereſts and Connexions in Trade; thus realoning, / 
 Tuſe plain Dealing with ſuch or ſuch, I ſhall loſe their 
Cuſtom. And again, / ' fell not ſuch Merchandize 
as pleaſe the N I.ſhall have no Trade. 

O dearly Beloved, my Heart's Deſire and Prayer to 
God is, that he would enlighten, more and more, 
every Rye that may be blinded with the Love of the 
World, that they may lee theſe Bribes, and refuſe 
this Gain of Oppreſſion, which ever did, and ever 
will opprels and choak the Seed of che Kingdom : Z 

but 
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but that all may walk righteouſly, and ſpeak up- 
rightly, ſaying, under any of theſe Temptations, 
How can I do this Thing (or ſuffer it in any in my 
Charge) which the Light and Truth condemns, and ſin 
' againſt my God, whoſe holy Spirit J profeſs to be 
guided by ! | 
| And now, dear Friends, let me here ſay, that 
what I have written, and the Collection I have made 
trom Friends Writings, will not I am certain hurt 
the Faithful, and may be of Service to the Unfaith- 
ful, to whom I offer them in that Love which has no 
other View but the Glory of God, and the Edifica- 
tion of all in the Love of God; and not for the 
Diſcouragement, much leſs the Deſtruction of any 3 
but in that Charity which will never fail, is m 
earneſt Petition put up to him who hath all Power 
in Heaven and Earth, that the diſperſed in Judah, 
and the ſcattered of /rael, may be by the great 
Shepherd and Biſhop of Souls brought home to the 
Fold of eternal Reſt and Safety. But I would ever 
diſcern and make a Difference between the Precious 
and the Vile; between that among us that brings 
Glory to God, and that which maniteſtly diſhonours 
him, and our own Pretentions. And though I am 
led to recommend the Peruſal of theſe Papers to 
* thoſe in the Situation above mentioned, yet I know 
of ua Certainty, that there are a few Names left 
among us, who have retained their firſt Love, 
a faithful Remnant both of Miniſters, Elders, and 
Obers, ſcattered up and down among the Tribes, 
with whom my Soul is nearly united in the Bond of 
true Aﬀection and Sympathy, who are frequently 
- mourning the Declenſion of the Church, and in the 
Words of a' faithful Miniſter, Their Burden is my 
» Burden, I weep with theſe that weep, am ſorrowful 
© with the ſorrowful ; and as the Spirit of Chriſt is one in 
all, that which is a Grief to the Spirit of God in any, 1 
am burdened with them, and do bear a Part of their 
7 | Grief : 
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Grief : And theſe are ſometimes diſcouraged, ſeeing 
the Rubbiſh is ſo mountainous, and the faithful 
Labourers ſo few, they are crying to the Lord, that 
he would be pleaſed to qualify and fend forth more 
Labourers, to remove the Rubbiſh, in order to 
rebuild the Walls of our Jeruſalem, and once again 
ſet up her Gates on the old Foundation, Chriſt, his 
Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus himſelf being the chief 
Corner-ſtone ; which Foundation only ſtands ſure 
and immoveable : That if poſſible the latter Houſe 
may excel in Beauty and Comlineſs the former ; for 
though there can be no other Foundation for the 
Church of Chriſt to build on, yet as People keep a 


ſingle Eye to God's Glory, a greater Degree of 


Light, in which new Things would be diſcovered, 
would ſhine forth in a greater Degree of Self. Abaſe- 
ment, and more perfect Self-denial, and ſo would 


our Zion yet become the Example, and then the 


Praiſe of the whole Earth, and remain an eternal 
Excellence to' the Praiſe and Glory of God, who 


hath called us to Virtue, which as we come up in the 


Practice thereof, we ſhall be made Inheritors of that 
Peace and Glory which fadeth not away. That this 
may be the happy State of us all, yea of the whole 
World, is the unfeigned Deſire of your truly 
affectionate Friend, 


SoPHIA HUME. 
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Concerning Education. 


| E N N*s Works, Vol. I. Addreſs to Proteſtants; 
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What this Author obſerves to the Civil 
Government of this Nation, may be appli- 


cable or uſeful to us as a religious Society, vi. 


We are a ſort of Truſtees for the Youth of our. 
Socicty, who tho' now Minors, yet will have the 
Government when we are gone : Therefore depreſs 
Vice and cheriſh Virtue, that through good Edu- 
cation they may become good and happy in this 
World, and a good Way to fit them for that 
which is to come: They will then owe more to 
your Memories for their Education than for their 
Eſtates. Firſt then, /ays that Author, let Care be 
taken to breed up Youth in Morality : Virtue 
prepares the Mind, helps the Underſtanding, and 
gives Induſtry to compaſs what is deſired, — I 
would have no Books uſed in Schools, in which 
there may be the leaſt Indecency. There were, 
and not without Reaſon, ancient Canons againſt 
the reading ſuch Heathen Authors; and not a few 
learned and ſober Men have rebuked that Practice 
among us, It is an Affront to Chriſtianity, yea to 
our Natures, to fetch our Wit or Manners from 
them. It were well if ſome Tracts of moral Vir- 
tues, and Invectives againſt Vice, were written in 
thoſe Languages we would have Youth to learn ; 
for in ſuch Diſcourſes they might obtain good 
Manners with the Languages; whereas by pre- 
tering in Schools Heathen Authors, our Youth have 


« learn'd 
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« learn'd baſe Obſcenities and a corrupt Converſa- 
tion.“ This Author proceeds io recommend what he 
thinks ſuitabie for Youth 16 be inſtructed in, which [ce 
in pag. 740. 

Abſtract of an Epiſtle from the Quarterly-meeting at 
York, 1690. That Friends be watchful the Enemy 
« darken not their Minds, and bring them back 
© into Folly and Vanity, wherein their Minds are 
alienated from God, their Underſtanding veiled 
and turn again into the Practice of thoſe Things 
which they were ſenſible the Lord by his Spirit 
reſtified againſt, and reproved them for; and it is 
poſſible they may indulge ſuch Things not only 
in themſelves, but among their Caildren and 
Families, which in Time of their friſt Convince- 
ment they durſt not allow of; nor are they to 
be allowed in our Chri/tian Society. Firſt then, be 
diligent to aſſemble to worſhip God. 2d. Miniſters 
Converſations anſwer their Teſtimonies. 3d. Pa- 
rents {and let me add Tutors) indulge not their 
Children in ſpeaking to one in the plural Number, 
nor allow the Liberty ot Sports and Plays, which 
have a Tendency to viciate their Minds and Man- 
ners; but train them in the Fear of God, re- 
{training them from Evil, Folly and Vanity, and 
caule them to read the holy Scriptures, and ſuch 
Books as are profitable; bring them up in the 
Nurture and Admonition ot the Lord ; that none 
go into the vain and gaudy Habits, Dreſs, nor 
tooliſh antick Modes and Faſhions, either in Ap— 
parel, Furniture, or other Superfluities whatſo- 
ever; nor join in keeping up Feaſts and Faſt- 
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and where any Fault appear, let ſuch Perſons be 
* duly warned and admoniſhed by faithful Friends.“ 
And bere may nu inapily come in, John Burnyeat's 
Exerciſe on Occaſion of jome differing Tudgments about 
Faſt-days. See hi orks, pag. 107, viz. * There Im 
a Fa 


days; Banquets and vain Cuſtoms of the World; 
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a Faſt at Barbadoes, that the Judgments of God 
« might be removed, and there was among Friends 
* « ditterent Minds about owning or not owning of 
dit; but atter a Time of deep Exerciſe, the Lord 
God by his eternal Word raiſed my Zeal, and I 
did in his Power imite againſt all ſuch Mockeries ; 
and then in the heavenly Revelation ſhewed me, 
that it was to be witneſſed againſt by all that food 
in the Teſtimony of God; and that thoſe who 
« would weaken the Spirits of any, in their Tefti- 
« mony, it was ſhewed me plainly from the Lord, 
« they would draw a Vail over themſelves; and in 
© a cowardly underly Spirit, by the corrupted fallen 
« Wiſdom, would put the Candle, which God had 
« lighted, under a Buſhel, until at laſt it would be 
put out: So that we, like other Profeſſors, at laſt 
c would be led to yield to any Thing rather than 
« ſuffer 3 and fo then the Offence of the Croſs might 
« ceale,” 
George Fox ſays, * That which brir.gs to the true 
« Faſt, ſeparates from them who bow down the 
Head for a Day, and would be ſeen of Men to 
6 faſt. 
Dell's Works, pag. 186. Reformation of Learning. 
In teaching Youth the Tongues, 10 wit, the Greek 
and Latin, ſuch Heatheniſh Authors be moſt care- 
tully avoided, be their Language never ſo good, 
whoſe Writings are full of the Fables, Vanities, Fil- 
thineſs, Laſciviouſneſs, Idolatry and Wickednefs 
of the Heathens ; ſeeing uſually, whilſt Youth do 
learn the Languages of the Heathen, they allo learn 
their Wickednels in that Language: Whereas it 
were far better for them to want their Language, 
than be poſſeſſed of their Wickedneſs. And what 
5 | © ſhould Chriftian Youth have to do with Heathenih 
Poets, who were for the moſt part the Devil's 
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Prophets, and delivered forth their Writings in 
- * * his Spirit; and who through the Smoothnels, 
IJ s Quaintnels 
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uaintneſs and Sweetneſs of their Language, do 
inſenſibly inſtil the Poiſon of Luſt and Wickedneſs 
in the Hearts of Youth, whereby their Education, 
which ought to correct their natural Corruptions, 


doth exceedingly increaſe and inflame it. Where- 1 


fore my Counſel is, that they learn the Tongues 
eſpecially from Chriſlians, without the Lies, Fa- 
bles, Follies, Vanitics, Whoredoms, Lufts, Pride, 


Revenge, Fc. of the Heathens ; eſpecially ſeeing, ; 


neither their Words nor Phraſes are meet for 
Chriſtians to take into their Mouths. And moſt 
neceſſary it is, that Chriſtians ſhould forget the 
Names of their Gods and Mules, and all their 
fabulous Inventions, and let them go to Satan 
from whence they came.“ 
Light ſhining out of Darkneſs, * The Chriſtians in 
the primitive Times lived excluded from all Ho- 
nours and Magiſtry, and did neglect thoſe Studies 
neceſlary for civil Truſts and Employments ; and 
becauſe Sophiſters and Philoſophers were the prin- 
cipal Enemies of Chriſtianity, they were diſguſted 
at all Philoſophy, and ſeverely cenſured all manner 
of florid and polite Learning : They condemned 
Tragedies and Comedies, and other poetical Wri- 
tings, being the main part of human Learning, 
and thinking they did not conduce to ſolid Know- 
ledge, being full of Wantonneſs and Obſcenity, 
as alſo Promptuaries of fabulous Idolatries. Hence 
it was, Tertullian thinks, Schoolmaſters and other 
Profeſſors of Learning to be guilty of a manitold 
Idolatry, whoſe Bulineſs it was to explain the 
Names, Genealogies, fabulous Acts and Elogies 
of the Heathen Gods. Generally the Believers in 
thoſe Days harboured a very bad Eſteem for 
worldly Learning: Whence it is clear, ſecular 
Learning was endangered in thole Times of the 
ancient Chriſtians, who was ſo much the more 
provoked thereunto, becauſe the Gentiles did con- 
tinually 
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tinually upbraid them, That they were a Sort of 
Idiots and illiterate Perſons; that their Teachers 
were rude and ignorant Combers of Wool, Coblers 
and Fullers. The Chriſtians reply'd, That the 
Learning in which they did ſo pride themſelves, 
was an uſeleſs Thing, no Ways advantageous ro 
Salvation; nay, that it did eſtrange the wiſe Men 
of this World from the Ways of God, and was a 
great Occaſion of their Ruin, Hence it was that 
Celſus upbraided them as a Communion of Fools and 
Slaves. The Gentiles alſo objected unto the Chri/- 
tians their rude Stile, harſh Language, calling 
them Ruſticks and Clowns, Clemens enjoined Chri/- 
tian; to abſtain from all Books of the Gentiles ; for 
what have you to do with ſtrange Diſcourſes, or 
Laws, or falſe Prophets, who ſeduce weak Men 
from the Truth? Biſhops were alſo forbid to read 
Heathen Authors; out of the Bucolicts they fing 
Love Verſes, they peruſe Virgil, &c. and what ts 
a Sin of enforced Neceſſity in Children, becomes 
their Delight. If you ſay, there is not now any 
Danger of reading heatheniſh Books, you give bur 
the lame Reaſon Bellermin does, which is refuted 
by Lawrentius, ſince the Errors of the Heathen are 
not more manifeſt now than of old; nor Men more 
fixed and conſtant. Machive! ſays, the firſt Pro- 
moters and Founders of Chriſtianity were fo aſſi- 
duous and diligent in extirpating the Superſtitions 
of the Gentiles, that they commanded all Poets and 
Hiſtorians, which contained any Thing of that 
Nature, to be burn'd : They did not ſpare Plautys, 
Martial and Terence; and for the ſame Reaſon. as 
they burn'd ſome of the Zaiin Authors, did they 
deſtroy the Greek, becauſe they were laſcivious, 
Belionius, a great Traveller, ſays, when he came 
to Mount Athos, which is the greateſt of any of the 
Greek Church, he did not find there among reli- 
gious Perſons (no nor in all Greece) one Man that 

% Was 
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was learned. In their Libraries they had ſcvera! 
Manuſcripts of Divinity, but no Pocts, Hiſtorians 
or Philolophers. Yet thou art to underſtand, 
Reader, that the Greek Church is owned as a true 
Chriſtian Church, and highly magnified by Pro- 
teſtants; yet neither they, nor the Picards, or Wal- 
denſes, did value Learning : So far were they from 
eſteeming it as a Prop of true Religion,” 

Lawſon's Works. « Many ſince the Apoſtles Days 
have born Teſtimony againſt teaching Heathen 
Authors in Chriſtian Schools; nay, a Heathen, 
Plato, blames the firſt Education of Youth as de- 
ſtructive, in reading the feigned, comical and 
tragical Inventions of Poets, — A. Sympſon lays, 
There is much precious Time ſpent in prophane 
Stories and laſcivious Poems. — The Romans 
brought in Heathen Poets and Comedies into 
Schools; which to the Shame and corrupting this 
Nation are yet continued : Though in the Days of 
Queen * Elizabeth, the Lords of her privy Coun- 
ſe] ſent Letters to her Commiſſioners in Caules 
Eccleſiaſtical, requiring them to write Letters to 
all the Biſhops of this Realm, and requife them to 
give Commandment, that in all Grammar and 
Free-ſchools, Chriſtopher Ocland's Book ſhould be 
taught, in Place of ſome Heathen Poets; ſaying, 
The Youth of this Realm receive rather Infection in 
Manners, than Advancement in Virtue from the 
Heathen Poets taught in Schools. — Biſhop Wilkins 
* ſays, Men have neglected ſound, ſavoury and uſe- 
* ful Matter, the Quinteſſence of Learning, and 
© have devoted themſelves to an Exceſs of fine 


Speaking. 
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* This Queen enjoin'd, that all School-maſters ſhould ac- 
cuſtom their Scholars reverently to learn ſuch Sentences of 


Scripture, as ſhould be moſt expedicnt to induce them tv 
Godlinc(s, 


„ 5 NN 


N » r r r 


2 Oo 


_ 


- 


Pr . a 0 WW WW. TO 


—Y % — 


0 — _— 


On EDUCATION. 17 


Speaking. Auguſtin accounts Terence unworthy 
© to be read, and blames Grammarians for teaching 
6 of it. | | 

In a Synod for the Eſtate of Guernſey and Jerſey, 
1576, it was provided in Behalf of Schoolmaſters, 
That they ſhould inſtruct their Scholars in the moſt 
Epure Authors, both for Learning and Language, 
© leſt Children by reading immodeſt Writings ſhould 
© be infected with their Venom. 

Far be it, ſays Ferom, (in the Year of Chriſt 
384) that Jupiter, Macaſtor, and other Monſters 
rather than Gods, ſhould be heard out of the 
„Mouth of a Chriſtian. But, ſays one, ſcarce any 
other Thing rings in Schools now. 

+ © Socrates Scholaſticus faith, That for Chriſtians to 
© imbibe the Learning of the Heathen, can no ways 
© advantage their Religion, for it is not without 
Danger, becauſe it teacheth Plurality of Gods. 

> © Abſtain from all Heathen Books, ſays Clemens; 
© for what is wanting in the Law of God, that thou 
© ſhould apply thy Mind to Heathen Fables? Clement 
© adds, The Ancients deny'd theſe Things; but 
© now through a Pretence of inſtructing Youth, the 
Knowledge of theſe Things is ſo incorporated in 
tender and ſimple Minds, as that the ſame can 
; ſcarce by any Ways or Means be rid out of them. 

» © Martin Luther ſays, It is a ſerious and weighty 
Thing, that Youth be inſtructed in a godly and 
* chriſtian manner. 

2 © Objection to J. Lawſon. Did not thou teach all 
* uſual School Authors ? *Tis true I taught theſe 


+ Things, but I found no Peace, but entering into 


* my Chamber communing with the Lord, I tound 


the Mouth of Heaven open'd againſt them, and 
in ſecret Retirement the Inchantment aforeſaid was 
more and more diſcovered ; and I have put off that 


Coat, never more to put it on. It is not Schools, 


# but the Abuſes, that this Teſtimony is againſt.' 


B And 
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And now let us hear George Fox's Sentiments con 


cerning Heathen Authors, which ſee in his Battledoor 
The Children of 1/ael was to be taught the Lay 
© of God, and Statutes of the Lord : They were tc 
© deſtroy the Heathen Inventions, to break down 
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© what they invented, and not to teach their Children 


them, but they were to be rooted out of their 


© Memories. But you call'd Chriftians, muſt be fain 
© to have Heathen Books to teach your Children in 


© your Schools, whereby the Children muſt learn 


the Heathen Words, What Chriſtians, what Goſpek 


* Profeſſors ! are not you to teach your Children the 


« Golpel, as the Jews were to teach their Children 
* the Law? and train them up in that, and break 
down all the Heathen Books? Muſt the Heathen 
help you ? Muſt you be Borrowers of the Hea- 
thens ? The Jews were not to be Borrowers, and 
are you Borrowers of the Heathen Books? Did not 
the Chriſtians burn abundance of Books when 


they were converted? And are you gathering up 


Heathen Books ſince the Days of the Apoſtles, (in 


the Apoſtacy) as Virgil, Ovid, Horace, Terence, 
Plautus, Cicero, and others, which you extol in 


other Tongues, tranſlate the Scriptures into other 
Tongues to teach their Children, and make an 


End of all Heatheniſh Books which corrupt the 


Earth, and do not teach your Children the Way of. 


the Heathen by teaching their Books : And, con- 
tinues George Fox, we have drawn ſome few Ex- 
amples forth of the School Books, to ſhew the 
Reader whether ſuch Words are fit to be taught in 


Schools.“ See the latter End of the Battledoor. 
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your Schools? If you will teach your Children 
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Rutty's Introduction, Liberty of the Spirit, pag. 22. 
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who hath happily experienced the Advantages of a 
Life 


Tis not in the Power of a Parent to convey Faith 
to his Children; but this ſhould not hinder him 
from conveying to them what he can. A Parent 
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' « Life and Converſation conducted in the Ways of 
© Truth and Simplicity, Temperance, Sobriety and 


« Frugality, and of an Education exempting him 


from many Snares and Temptations to Vice, to 


« which many others are expoled : Shall a Parent 
thus ſituated abandon his Offspring during a State 
© of Minority, Ignorance and Weakneſs, to Nature 
or to corrupt Company? 

Ambroſe Rigg's Life, pag: 28, We educated 
our Children in (the Way of) Truth, and watched 
over them in Love. Many Days and Years have 
I, with bended Knees, pray'd to God before the 
Throne of his Grace, to guard my Children by 
© his Power from the Evils of this World, and to 
direct their Steps in Righteouſneſs, which hitherto 
© I have in great meaſure enjoy'd, bleſſed be the 
© Lord for ever.” 

Zearly-meceting Epiſtle, 1753. Various Branches 

of our Chriſtian Teſtimony neglected : We can't 
omit freſh Advice to Parents, to be careful in the 
Education of their Children, to train them up in 
a godly Converſation, reading the holy Scriptures 
and Friends Books; in Plainneſs of Speech and 
Habit while young, that a gradual Advancement 
from Minority may tend to a firm Eſtabliſhment 
in the Truth; and that they walk before them in 
all Godlinefs, remembring the Day of Account to 
be render'd of their Stewardſhips.” 
Epiſtle from the Womens Meeting at York. © And 
you that are Mothers of Children and Rulers in 
© Families, be good Examples to your Children and 
* Servants z diſcourage the Evil, and encourage the 
Good, and in the Love of God and Authority of 
« Truth rule over them : For if Children rule over 
Parents, 'tis a Diſhonour to Truth.” 

Fox's Epiſtles, pag. 547. If you will have Com- 
* fort in your Children, train them up in the. Fear 
of God, and in his Covenant of Light; and if 

B 2 « Children 
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Children and young People muſt be left, and let 
© alone to themſelves, and not be admoniſhed, ex- 
© horted and reſtrain'd from the Evil and Vanities 
of the World, then why did Moſes and the Pro— 
© phets, and Apoſtles, which were ſent of God, ex- 
© hort the People 1 train up their Children in the 
© Fear of the Lord, and to teach them his Law while 
© they were young, that they might not depart from it 
* when they were old? And if they did, the Lord 
« would judge them. — And if that they mult be left 
© to themſelves, and not reſtrain'd from Evil, how 
© came it to paſs, old Ely loſt his Life and his 
© Prieſthood, and the Ark of God, for not reſtrain- 
C 
C 
* 
o 


* 
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ing his Children ? God commanded Abraham to 

circumciſe himſelf, his Children and Servants ; and 

Gen. xvii. here you may ſec Abraham was to teach 

and inſtruct his Family and Servants ; he was not 

to keep one uncircumciſed in his Family. Now 
you that profeſs the new Covenant, are not your 

Children and Servants to be circumciſed with the 

Spirit ? And do not they who have not the Body 

of Death and Sin cut off by Circumciſion, go 

down into the Pit, and not into the Kingdom of 

God? Therefore, may not ſuch uncircumciſed by 

the Spirit, hurt the Families of true Chriſtians in 

the Light? 

An Epiſtie from an ancient Friend, Anne Galloway. 
Dear Siſters, it lies upon me to intreat you to whom 
© God hath given Children, that ye bring them up 
© as becomes the Truth, and do not dreſs them, nor 
< yourſelves, to imitate the World's Faſhions, tho? 
6 it be in Plainneſs; tor if you do, it is with me in 
* the Love of God to forewarn you of it, for it will 
* grieve the Lord, who in meaſure has redeemed 
0 
* 
4 
C 
C 


you out of the Faſhions of the World: And if 
you do look back again and take Liberties, we 
ſhall ſuffer Loſs, which one Day will be greater 


than if we were ſtripped of all that can be enjoy'd 
in this Life,” Fox's 
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Fox's Epiſtles, pag. 289 and 309. © Train up 
our Children in the Fear of God, inſtruct and 
keep them employed in ſome lawful Calling, ſerv. 
ing the Lord in the Things that are good, They 
that are to govern, are firſt to be governed and 
ordered themſelves by the Spirit of God, to his 
Glory, and Examples in their Families, — Begin 
while Children are young to reſtrain them from 
Evil. Every one, in the Life and Power of Truth, 
keep your Authority, and loſe not the Under- 
ſtanding given you by Chriſt, nor true Reaſon, 
which gives to diſtinguiſh Good from Bad. In all 
Things keep your Authority in God, and you will 
bring up and govern your Sons and Daughters, 
Servants and Apprentices, and cauſe them to keep 
their Places.” 
Yearly-meeting Epiſtle, 1690. © Our earneſt Advice 
and Counſel to all Friends concern'd, ſo far as in 
them lies, to provide School-maſters and Miſtreſſes 
who are faithful Friends, to teach and inſtruc their 
Children; and not ſend them to ſuch Schools where 
they are taught corrupt Ways, Manners, Faſhions 
and Language of the World, and of the Heathexs 
in their Authors, and Names of Heathenih Gods 
and Goddeſſes, tending greatly to corrupt and 
alienate the Minds of Children into an Averſion or 
Oppoſition againſt the Truth and the Simplicity of 
it; but take Care to train up your Children in the 
ood Nurture, Admonition and Fear of the Lord, 
and in that Plainneſs and Language which becomes 
Truth.” 
Extract of an Epiſtle from R. Jordan to Friends. 
*T'is manifeſt there is a great Declenſion in true 
Love and Tenderneſs among us, towards the Lord 
and one another, and in too many Elders, both in 
reſpect to their own Conditions and the Tuition of 
their Children, tor that in many of the Youth 
appears little Senſe of Truth; but as ſome has 
03 --:: © already 
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already taken their Flight, more ſeems to be upon 
the Wing ; which, in a Word, ſeems to lie much 
at the Dcors of ſuch Elders who have not kept their 
firſt Love. Oh ! is not Blindneſs in part already 
happened to our Iſrael, through the ſubtil Work- 
ings and Aboundings of the Myſtery of Iniquity, 
and the Prevalence of the God of this World! 
Let us, as many as have the Cauſe of Truth at 
Heart, offer our Supplications, with Singleneſs to 
the Lord, as Jacob did, when the Enemy was 
coming in like a Flood to deſtroy the Heritage 
and Seed of Promiſe ; that he will be graciouſly 
pleaſed to turn the Captivity of his People, by 


renewing his powerful Viſitation, to the ſearching 


the deceitful, hard and ungrateful Heart, Sc. Yer 
there is a precious Seed both in Elders and Young, 
whom the Lord will preſerve ; but the Stumbling- 
blocks ſhall be diſcovered, and the Weak com- 
forted.” 

Extratt from an Epiſtle of A. Rigge. Friends, 
ſtand as Witneſſes for God againſt all worldly 
Luſts, both among yourſelves and the World; be 
watchful over yourſelves and your Children, in— 
dulge them not in any thing that is evil, but timely 
reſtrain it, leſt it become your Sin; and command 
them to obſerve the Law of the Lord in their 
Hearts.—If you love the Truth, you will train up 
your Children in it when they are young.—Keep 
them to ſound Language, which Truth required 
in the Beginning. Keep them in plain and modeſt 
Apparel and Behaviour, in due Subjection to the 
Truth in all Things, in an holy Converſation.— 
Tis your Duty, the Lord requires it of you, as 
you muſt give an Account to God while they are 
under your Wing, —Eli's not reſtraining his Sons 
became his Sin, and brought a Curſe upon his 
Houle for ever; beware then of neglecting or 
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in the Nurture of the Lord leſt they bring a Shame 
upon your Houſes, and ſo made a Scorn to Fools, 
and a Deriſion to them that are round about us, 
and have opened the Mouths of evil Men to blaſ- 
pheme the Name of the Lord.” 

And here let me add a Remark of the foregoin 

Author, for the Admonition or Inſtruction of the Yout 

of our Society. — His Wife's Parents were convinced of 
Truth betore ſhe was ; yet ſhe had that reverend 
Reſpect for them, that ſhe would not willingly ap- 
pear before them in any Dreſs they did not like ; 
and in a little Time ſhe and her Siſters were con- 
vinced, 

Zearly-meeting Epiſtle 1709. Dear Friends, who are 
Heads of Families, eſpecially Elders in the Church, 
watch over the young Generation, that Sobriety, 
* Plainneſs and Virtue may be promoted and exem- 
© plarily recommended by you to them. — Let the 
Aged remember, and the Youth know, that when 
any apparent Signs of the Plague of Leproſy ap- 
« peared on the Walls of the Houſes of J/rael, it was 
© the Care of the Prieſts under the Law, to have the 
© Houſes cleanſed and the Lepers allo : And ſurely 
£ Chriſt's Prieſt hood ſhould not fall ſhort of their 
Care, to endeavour to ſtop and remove the mani- 
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felt Tokens of the great Sin of Pride, and all 
Superfluity of Naughtineſs : And therefore let all 
concerned, be earneſtly ſtirred up to ſincere Obe- 
dience to the Light of Chriſt, our great high 
Prieſt, that he may cleanſe the Hearts and Houles 
of that growing Plague, which tends to the Ruin 
of Families, and Poſterity. —And further, ler all 
be concerned not only to watch over their Chil- 
dren for Good, but rule over them in the Fear of 
the Lord, that none in Fondneſs of Affection loſe 
their Authority, wherein the Lord hath ſet them 
« for. their Childrens Preſervation; and let all be 
Examples in Wiſdom, Moderation, Plainneſs in 
B 4 Language 
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Language and Habit; and not Examples only, 
but alſo to reſtrain them from Things hurtful 


either inwardly or outwardly, neither providing 


for them coſtly Attire unbecoming Godlineſs, nor 
letting them have Money to gratify themſelves 
therein. And *tis a Duty incumbent on Friends, 
to cauſe them to be frequent in reading the holy 
Scriptures, obſerving to them the Examples of 


ſuch Children as have early learned the Fear of. 


the Lord ; inftructing them in the Fear and Dread 
of the Lord ; planting Impreſſions upon their 
Spirits of Reverence towards God, from whom 
they have their daily Support; ſhewing they ought 
not to offend him, but love, ferve and honour 
him: And as their Hearts are ſeaſoned with Truth, 
good Fruits agreeable to Truth will appear, to 
the Honour of God and Comfort of Parents.” 

Fox's Alls and Monuments, pag. 23. where Biſhop 


Ridley /peaks after this manner; * Conſcience doth 
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move me to fear, leſt the Lightneſs of my Family 
hall be laid to my Charge, for lack of more 
earneſt and diligent Inſtruction which ſhould have 
been cone.—l bleſs God that he hath given me to 
{ee this Fault, and to lament it from the Bottom 
of my Heart. — ] would that I eſteem nothing 
available for me, which will not further the Glory 
of God; tor whoſoever wittingly neglecteth to 
clear his Conſcience, can't have Peace with God.— 
Conſcious of this, that we Paſtors, many of us, 
are too cold, and bare too much with the wicked 
World ſo on every Side, and of every Sort, we 
provoke God's Anger.“ | 
* Tearly-meeting Epiſtle 1751. And you Parents, 
Guardians, Maſters, and all under whoſe Care and 
Tuition our Youth are placed, we tenderly cau- 
tion, and in Love intreat you, that you faithfully 
ciicharge the Truſt in you repoſed, and that you 
would neither encourage nor permit the Youth, 
| under 
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under your immediate Direction and Care, to take 
undue Liberties in Speech, Behaviour and Ap- 
parel ; but that you earneſtly adviſe, and as much 
as in you lies, keep them from conforming to the 
Faſhions of the World. — By ſuch a timely Care, 
Parents and Guardians may keep themſelves from 
any juſt Imputation of Blame, ariſing from the 
Miſconduct of thoſe committed to their Care, 
from being acceſſary to their Ruin, which unwary 
Youth too often incur through ſuch Means.” 
Ambroſe Rigg*s Life, pag. 3468. Let young 
Women have a Care how they look out at the 
Glory of the World, where the Luſt of the Eye 
and Pride of Liſe is, which is not of God, leſt they 
be enſnared, as the young Men of the Hebrews 
with the Daughters of Moab 3 which brought a 
Plague upon Iſrael. And you Elders, Fathers and 
Mothers of Families, walk in him your heavenly 
Head as Examples of Gravity, and Temperance, 
and Modeſty ; be watchful over your Children in 
their young Years ; beware of letting them alone 
without due and loving Reproof for the leaſt A 
pearance of Evil in Word or Deed. — This is the 
« Will of God concerning you, to whom he hath 
given Power in their younger Years to reſtrain 
from every Appearance of Evi]. — They are of 
« your Loins, and you muſt be accountable for their 
© Evils, till they know and be made ſenſible of the 
Spirit of Truth in themſelves, and when they turn 
© from it, the Miſcarriage .will lie at their own 
Door.“ 

And it may not be amiſs here to add, That it is a 
Duty incumbent on Parents, Tutors, School-maſters 
and Miſtreſſes, carefully to watch the Paſſions and 
Diſpoſitions of Youth, [and to provide ſome ſober 
Perſon to atrend them in their vacant Hours, to 
prevent any Sports which may have the evil Ten- 
dency before memtioned] and as much as poſſible 

| | to 
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to correct or amend the evil Inclinations which may 
appear in any, by Methods ſuiting the Tempers of 
the Children; and as ceaſing to do evil, is but one 
Part of the Injunction delivered by the Prophet in 
the Name of the Lord, it is indiſpenſibly neceſſary 
they ſhould be taught 20 do well: That they be 
carefully inſtructed in a Manner ſuitable to their 
Age and Capacities, in the Principles of our Chriſtian 
Profeſſion, as well as reading ſuch Parts of the holy 
Scriptures and Friends Writings, as their Under- 
ſtandings might take in, when a little explained by 
the Inſtructor, And as proper Habits, as well as 
ſuitable Nurture, may have ſome good Influence on 
their future Life and Practice, it is but agreeable to 
our Profeſſion, as well as to the repeated Advices of 
our Friends, to recommend to Parents, School- 
maſters and Miſtreſſes, that they ſpare a little Time 
in ſome ſeaſonable Part of each Day, to fit with 
their Families 1n a religious Silence ; it it were only 
to think on the Name of the Lord, it would be 
comely and of good Report; for it don't ſeem to 
be ſo, when many are behind the formal Worſhip- 
pers of this World in Family Acknowledgments of 
God, who is to be enquired of for Help and Aſſiſt- 
ance, not only once a Week, but, as the Jews 
outward, ſo the Few inward, is to offer the daily 
Sacrifice, Well, I ſay, if this be done by us in In- 
tegrity and Uprightneſs of Heart, the Reſult of the 
Love of God, the Advantages ariling from ſuch a 
Practice will not only be certain but great, as the 
Prophet aſſures us; and when done in Simplicity, 
while we may be thus muſing the Fire may kindle, 
and the warming Beams of God's Love may ſhed its 
enlivening Influence on Elders and Youth ; to whom 
our Memorials of God*s Mercies might be produced. 
I am ſenſible, if we more generally lived in a due 
Senſe of our Dependency on the Lord, and of his 
Benefits to our Souls and Bodies paſt and preſent, 

an 
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an humble Gratitude muſt ariſe and fill our Hearts 
with high Praiſes, and we ſhall ſenſibly worſhip 
before him, who is worthy of Dominion and Glory. 


Ury, 29th of the 6th Month, 1693. 


CHRISTIAN BARCLAY's Epiſtle. 


My dear Friends, in and about London, 


N the Feeling of that Love that hath viſited our 

Hearts, do I deſire to ſalute you: Since I had the 
Occaſion to ſee ſome of your Faces, you have been 
often before me in that which deſires the Proſperity 
of the good and holy Work of Truth, that our God 
in his Mercy hath begun in and amongſt us, and 
honoured us to be as a firſt Fruits unto himſelf: 
Therein I feel this Concern increaſeth, ſo that I 
could not ſafely forbear, but in Obedience to that 
which raiſed this Concern in my Heart, do I write 
unto you as followeth. 

Since the Lord our God hath been pleaſed to take 
from among us many ot our ancient Brethren and 
Siſters in the Truth, who had a great Concern on 
them for the going on of this Work in the Purity of 
it, let us that are behind be careful of the Work of 
God in us, and amongſt us; that we may ſtand up 
in Faithfulneſs of Heart in their Rooms, in this our 
Day of God's Love to us. O you Elders in the 
Truth, and Parents of Children, my Call is unto 
you; ſtand up in the Authority that God giveth 
you, in the Meekneſs and Wiſdom of God, and in 
your Places acquit yourſelves as becomes you, in 
Obedience ro God, and therein anſwer your Duty 
towards your Youth. We know that God's Power 
is near, that giveth to know, and enableth us to 
anſwer our Duty in all Things, as we Keep in Sub- 

| jection 


28 n EDUCATION. 


jection our Minds to it; ſo let us all be careful in our 
Places to keep to the Power, that therein we may 
be good Examples to one another, laying aſide, 
and keeping out of all [ Syperfluity or ] ſuperfluous 
Things; for we know that in Mercy we were 
brought in at the right Door: And there was no leſs 
called for at our Hands, in our firſt Viſitation of 
God's Love and Light, than to come out of all 
Superfluity. So in the ſame pure Way muſt we hold 
on, and have weighty Care to train up our Youth 
therein, to go on with us in it, that we and ours may 
be given up to the Lord, (who hath viſited us in his 
Love) for we and ours are the Offering due to our 
God, and he requires it of us. O my dear Friends, 
let no leſs be our Offering to him than our All. This 
is the preſent Breathing of my Heart before him. 
For what is or can be our Children to us, but as they 
are in the Truth, that brings forth a ſober and ſerious 
Converſation in it? Therein only can they be a 
Comfort to the upright in Heart. So let this Con- 
cern be more and more weighty on us Parents, School- 
maſters and School miſtreſſes. I feel it in my Heart 
in that which deſireth I may be kept in the Concern 
myſelf, and in Obedience to that Power that raiſeth 
this good and weighty Concern, my Call is unto you 
all who have the Occaſion to be concern'd in this 
weighty Work of bringing up Youth ; have a ſpecial 
Care that you anſwer your Duty in it, in the firſt 
Place to God, and next to the Youth you are con- 
cerned with. I feel there is a great Matter of this 
Work lieth in your Hands, Parents, School-maſters 
and School-miſtreſſes: O you have Need to know 
and keep your Watch continually, in the pure 
Spring of Life and Wiſdom, that you may know, 
and make a thorough Difference between the needful 
and the meedle/s and ſuperfluous Things, either in 
| Meats, Drinks and Apparel; and in that which ye 
teach them for the Employment of their Hands. 

| I charge 
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I charge you in the Sight of that Power that 
ſearches the Depths of our Hearts, that you neither 
teach, allow nor ſuffer the ſuperfluous or vain Thing 


amongſt you : For your Families ought to be as young 
Nurſeries to the Lord, and then your Endeavours 


with them ſhall be known for Good, in the Families 


they fall to be in. 


And O you Youth! how ſhall I eaſe my Mind 
concerning you! for your Sakes, and on your Be- 


halt, am 1 often as one who hath her Hands upon her 


Loins, and as in Pain for your Sakes, that you ma 

more and more come forth out of that which hinders 
you from ſerving God in your Generation in a ſin- 
cere Heart; for a Profeſſion alone will not do, or 
ſerve. Theretore ariſe in Uprightneſs of Heart, and 
ſhake yourſelves from that which hinders and difor- 
ders the Mind as to its following God in Obedience : 


And, as wile Virgins'in a chaſt Mind to God, let us 


both Old and Young wait more and more to feel in 
his Virtue and Power our Light increaſed, and we, 
as Lamps, filPd with the Oil of the Goſpel ; that 


therein we may know a putting on of the Wedding 
Garment of true Holineſs, which will make us ac- 


ceptable in the Sight of our God. And as the Mind 


comes weightily to be concern'd that it may be ſo 
with us, it will make it eaſy to us to part with all the 
ſuperfluous Part, either in Food or Raiment, and in 
every ſtep of our Converſation or Converſe : Yea 
the ſuperfluous Words alſo muſt be laid aſide; for in 
the Reſignation that is known in the ſilence of Mind 
before the Searcher of Hearts, is our Preſervation 
witneſſed. O that thoſe of us, both Old and Young, 
that in Mercy are made ſenſible that it is ſo, may be in 
a weighty Care to hold on in the daily Practice and 
inward Enjoyment of it, and that therein we may 
bring forth the godly Converſation, in which we 
may be ſerviceable to one another, and may recom- 
mend the good Way of Truth to the Bcholders of 


Our 


30 on EDUCATION. 


our Converſation in it, is the earneſt Breathing of my 
Heart, who deſires the Proſperity and going on of 
this bleſſed Work, both in the Particular and in the 
General, in which I delire to remain your Friend 
and Siſter in the Truth, 


CHRISTIAN BAR CLAx. 


Let this Salutation of my Love (in Obedience) be read in 
the Mens and Womens Meetings, and in their Schools, 
as Friends ſee it mect. 


TESTIMONIES of FRIENDS againſt 
ſuperfluous Needle-work, of various Colours 
and Figures, call'd Tent-work and Cut- 
works, laced Seams, &c. 


N NNE Whitehead, Wife of George Whitehead, one 
of the firſt convinced Women Friends at Lon- 
don, and if I miſtake not, the firſt Woman that 
appear'd in publick Teſtimony for Truth; ſhe no 
ſooner had a ſight of the Pearl of great Price, and 
found ſhe muſt ſel] all for the Purchaſe of it, but ſhe 
put away all that was delightful to her ; and though 
her own Works, and highly priz'd by others, yet, 
leſt there ſhould be an Idol in them, they were all 
thrown into the Fire by her; yea, all that ſhe 


thought would ſtop or hinder her walking in the 


narrow Way. She pray'd earneſtly for Friends 
Children, that they might fear the Lord, and be pre- 
ſerved from the Spirit of Pride; which was the Sub- 
ſtance of the laſt Teſtimony before her Death, on 
ſeeing ſome Friends Children come into Meeting 
dreſs'd in the Mode of the Times. 

Foſeph Featherſtone, on his Death-bed, deſired 
his Wife to bring up his Children in the Nurture and 


Fear | 
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Fear of the Lord, and educate them in the plain de- 
cent Parts that belong to a Woman; but upon a 
needleſs Seam, or any Thing ſuperfluous, no not to 
lift her Hand to do it; For that, ſaid he, will bring 
Diſhonour to the bleſſed Truth, and burden the ſingle” 
hearted, and draw the Minds of Youth after Vanity. 

Elizabeth Aſhbridge, of Penſylvania, kept a School, 
and would not teach nor ſuffer Superfluity, as Cut. 
works, laced Seams in Child-bed Linen, only 
Marking and Plain-work ; neither would ſhe let 
Friends Children dreſs in the Faſhions of the World. 

Anne Gerrard, a publick Friend at London, her 
Teſtimony againſt Superfluity : I adorn'd, ſays ſhe, 
the Clothes of my firſt Child with Superfluity and fine 
Works , and ſhewing them to my Mother, ſhe was 
griev'd, and ſaid, Anne, this is the Finery, but not 
the Plainneſs of Friends. Theſe Words of my Mo- 
ther made ſuch an Impreſſion on my Mind, that I 
never had any more Superfluity on my Child-bed 
Linen. 

A Friend on her Dying-bed, which was in Child- 
birth, call'd to have the Child-bed Baſket remov'd : 
Take it away, ſaid ſhe, for there is Abundance of Su- 
perfluity and needleſs Work in it, and though I did not 
do it, 1 caus'd it to be done, and now 'tis a Burden to 
my Mind. 

Friend H——'s Grandmother, a School-miſtreſs, 
could not teach Works of divers Colours, Cc. but 
Plain-work. 

Lucy Bradley's Mother, on her Death-bed left 
a Charge, her Daughter ſhould not learn fine Works, 
but Plain-work and Marking. 

Sarah Morris, Her Mother would not ſuffer her 
Children to learn fine Needle-works of various 
Colours, Lace-work nor Cut-works. 

A certain Friend ſaid, She once did a pretty deal of 
fine Needle-works of many Colours; but when Truth 
prevail d in her Mind, ſhe gave them away; and ſince 
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ſaid, She wiſß' d ſhe had not; for if ſhe had them again, 
ſhe believ'd ſhe ſhould burn them. 

I viſited Edmondſbury Boarding- ſchool, and teſti- 
fied againſt the Works taught in it, ſuch as Tent- 
ftitch, Cut-works, &c. 

Eſther Morris, in early Time of Friends, had a 
Concern to educate Children, and propos'd to Friends 
to teach their Daughters, becauſe of the Danger of 
mixing with the World's Children in Schools : She 
ſucceeded, and taught only Plain-works, Marking, 
Knitting and Reading. 

Simeon Warner would not ſuffer his Grand-daugh- 
ter to learn fine Needle-works, as ſhe told me. 

George Fox tells us, he had a Concern to adviſe 
ſetting up a Girls School; Children to be taught, 
ſays he, civil Things: That is, as ſome Minutes ot 
Friends explain the Word (plain Things) and Things 
uſeful in tbe Creation; Journal, Vol. 2. Pag. 105. 
The ſame Author warns againſt Pride in theſe 
Words; do not nouriſh the Luſt of the Eye in your 
Families, for if you do, you nouriſh that which is not of 
God. Doctrinals, Pag. 828. 

William Penn, ſpeaking of Apparel and other 
external Things, ſays, A few plain, decent or comely 
Things, ſerve a Chriſtian Life; is Luſt, Pride and 
Covetouſneſs, thruſt People on ſuch Follies, No Croſs, 
Sc. — The ſame Author, ſpeaking of modern Edu- 
cation, ſays, The Minas of Youth are allur'd to viſible 
Things that periſh, and inſtead of remembring their 
Creator, are taken up with Toys and Fopperies, —= If 
thou art clean and warm, lis ſufficient ; more does but 
rob the Poor and pleaſe the Wanton. Maxims, Pag. 26. 
Again, the ſame Author tells his Wife, in his Advice 
to her and his Children, I had rather,*ſays he, have 
my Children homely than finely bred; be plain in Clothes, 
Furniture and Food. —Be clean, and then the Courſer 
the better; the reſt is but Folly and a Snare. — Spare not 
Coſs for my Children's Learning, but let it be uſeful 
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Learning, ſuch as is conſiſtent with Truth and Godlineſs. 
Let my Children be Huſbandmen and Houſewives. 
*T1s induſtrious, healthy and honejt, and a good Exam- 
ple, like Abraham and the holy Ancienjs that pleaſed 
God, and obtain'd a good Report, and "diverts from 
being taken up with the vain Arts and Inventions of a 
luxurious World. — Rather keep a Perſon in the Houje 
than ſend them to Schools, unleſs they are very well re- 
gulated, which is I fear hard to ſind. Above all, take 
Care to preſerve their native Innocence and Modeſty, 
which in publick Schools, for a little they get is moſtly 
loft, for in ſuch Places the firſt evil Impreſſions are 
received. 

Charles Marſhall's Epiſtle to Friends, pag. 12, 13. 
of bis Works. Friends, it is upon me to leave this 
as the Counſel of the Lord upon all that have the 
Tuition of Children or Youth; that always in their 
Families they wait to feel the daily arifing of God's 
Power, and in that to labour and keep down all Sin 
and Iniquity in your Families, and feel the Ability 
to reach the Witneſs of God in Children and Ser- 
vants, Sc. that all may be kept ſweet and clean in 
God's Fear, Dread and Awe, out of all needleſs 
Diſcourſe, vain Words and fooliſh jeſting. Let 
your Words be few, miniſtring Grace to the Hear- 
ers —And, Friends, *tis likewiſe upon me to warn 
all ro be careful, that neither you nor your Families 
run into Superfluities in Meat, Drink and Apparel, 
or into the proud offenſive Garbs of the World; 
but in all Things let us keep our firſt Fear, Dread 
and Awe, that in none of theſe Things we may make 
Proviſion for the Fleſh to fulfil the ſinful Luſts 
thereof. 

Chriſtian Barclay, Wife of Robert Barclay the 
Apologiſt, whoſe Epiſtle is before annex'd to theſe 
Teſtimonies : I had a Concern, ſays ſhe, to ſpeak to 4 
School-miſtreſs, a Friend, of the Inconſiſtency of teach- 
ing theſe Works, 1 have mentioned, in Friends Schools ; 

an 
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and ſhe ſignified, on her firſt teaching them, ſhe 
was very uneaſy in her Mind ; but taking Counſel 
of one ſhe ptefer'd in Judgment, ſhe was advis'd to 
continue to teach them, I don't at all know the 
Friend or Friends who thus counſel'd her, but it 
appears to me to be a Caſe parallel with that we read 
of, where the old Prophet turn'd the Younger out of 
the Way, and cauſed him to diſobey the Lord. 

I viſited another Boarding-fchool, and ſpoke to 
the Schoo]-miſtreſs on the ſame Subject; ſhe allow'd 
it was not agreeable to Truth to teach theſe Things 
in Friends Schools; but alledged, their Parents 
would have them ſo taught. But ought not faithful 
Friends to make a ſtand againſt them, and thus 
query, How can I afiſt in making Proviſion for ihe 
Fleſh to fulfil the finful Luſts thereof ? This faithful 
Teſtimony would have a Tendency to open the Eye 
which the God of this World hath blinded in Pa- 
rents, &c, I am inform'd, the Schools of ſome, 
called Friends, make for Sale Childbed Linen with 
laced Scams, Sc. to the Value of five, ſix or ſeven 
Guineas a Suit. O that all would conſider and ſee 
they are helping on the Exceſſes and Luxury of 
Babylon; conſider, I ſay, and dread and fear her 
miſerable Doom, leſt any Profeſſor of the Truth 
of God 3 with her in her Plagues; for the 
more delicately, coſtly and vainly ſhe lives, the 
more will ſhe be puniſn'd. | 

Francis HowgilPs Advice to his Daughter, In thy 
Youth learn to read, and write a little, and ſew, and 
knit, and other Points of good Labour that belongs 
to a Maid; flee Idleneſs and Sloth, that nouriſheth 
Sin,—And as thou grows up, labour in the Affairs of 
the Country, and beware of Pride, and Riotouſnels, 
and Curioſity, but be content with ſuch Apparel as 
thy Mother will permit thee, that thou mayſt be a 
good Example to others. — And let nothing ſeparate 
thy Love from God and his People, —.T hole are his 
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People who keep his Law, and lead a ho'y Life; 
they were ever hated and evil ſpoken of. 

The Teſtimony, on her Death-bed, of a Woman 
Friend, who apparel'd herſelf in Plainneſs, and did 
not follow Faſhions of the World; but loved nice, 
though plain Things. In this ſolemn Seaſon, ſtrip- 
ped of all falſe Reaſoning, ſhe declared, That thoſe 
Things, term'd little or indifferent, were now become 
great Burthens to her, which ſhe was unable to bear. 
She was favour'd with Repentance, and I hope, Ac- 
ceptance with God. 

A young Woman, on her Death. bed, bleſſed the 
Lord, that ſhe had ſo faithful a Parent who reſtrain'd 
her from youthful Follies and the Vanities of Life. 

A young Man, in the ſame Situation, laments to 
his Parents as follows z O Father and Mother, if you 


had done your Duty to me, 1 had not been ſo far from 
the Kingdom as 1 am. 


— — 
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On getting and ſpending Riches. 


ENN's Maxims, pag. 77, 78. Seek not to be 
rich but happy; one lies in Bags, the other 
in Content, We are apt to call Things by wrong 
Names; Proſperity we will have to be Happineſs, 
Adverſity to be Miſery, though that is the School 
© of Wiſdom, and often the Way to eternal Happi— 
* neſs. — The Generality are the worſe for their 
Plenty; the Voluptuous conſume it, the Miſer 
© hides it, the good Man uſes it, and to good 
< Purpoſes; but ſuch are hardly found among the 
« Proſperous.” 

Penn's No Croſs, no Crown, pag 68. © People are 
apt to call Providences by wrong Names; Afﬀic- 
tions they ſtile Fudgments, and Trials, more pre- 
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cious than Gold, they call Miſery; the Preferments 
© of the World, Honour and its Wealth, Happi- 
* neſs ; when for once they are ſo, 'tis much to be 
© fear'd they are ſent of God an hundred Times for 
c Judgments, at leaſt Trials upon their Poſſeſſors.“ 
Penn's Maxims, pag. 93. Men ſeek Wealth ra- 
© ther than a Subliſtance + ; and the End of Clothes is 
* the leaſt Reaſon of their Uſe, —T he ſatisfying the 
* Appetite, not ſo much the End of eating as pleaſ- 
ing the Palate : — This introduces the Vat we 
* ſhall eat, &c. The like may be ſaid of Building, 
Furniture, Fc. where the Man rules not the Beaſt,” 
William Bailey's Works, pag. 365, <* Work is 
not rightly done for God without Chriſt's Gui- 
E dance therein, who is the Wiſdom and Power of 
God, in which the Heart is made wife to diſcern 
« both Time and Judgment. — Take heed that you 
do not bear rule by your Means, becauſe you 
© have more of this World's Goods (which is of the 
© Earth, and returns to the Earth) for that is the 
© Leaven of the falſe Prophets, againſt which the 
© Woe is pronounced, becauſe it is an Oppreſſor and 
Perſecutor of the Seed; and God will abaſe that 
Spirit, for it ſecretly accepteth Perſons, deſpiſing 
the Poor, and admiring the Rich in this World. 
For what art thou, or what haſt thou more than 
another, either inward or outward, which thou 
haſt not received, or haſt by Permiſſion to try 
thee, from the righteous God ? to whom thou 
muſt give account, who will change Times, Sea- 
ſons, and the State of Things, People and Na- 
tions, as he pleaſeth; therefore be low and fear 
before him, for he will ſmite all the Proud and 
Covetous.— But bleſſed is the Man or Woman that 
dwells in the Senſe of God's Mercies and their own 
Nothingneſs, Inability and Weakneſs. —Here you 
will not hurt the Tender, nor ſtrengthen the 
* Wild, Stubborn and Froward in their Ways, but 
© your 
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your Life will reprove them, though you ſpeak 
not a Word; in which dwelling, and being good 
Cc Fxa "ples, ye will teach more in one Hour, than 
| 10 ore very Day without it.“ 

Character of a primitive Quaker, by John White- 
head in 1661. * Hr is righteous and equal in all 
© his Ways, in Dealings juſt, Behaviour good, in 
£ Converſation honeſt, in Lite blameleſs; their Yea 
Yea, and Nay Nay ; do unto all Men as they 
would that they ſhould do to them, is the Rule 

„t their Walking; Covetouſneſs they deny as 
- [dolatry, they are ſenſible they are Stewards of 

Portion the Lord hath given them; they do 

ue Things ſuperfluous, deſtructive to the 
tion and hurtful to their Neighbours; in Ap- 
-| modeſt, in Meats and Drinks temperate, 

* tha; rhey may have wherewith to give a Portion 

"0 the Afflicted, feed the Hungry, and cover the 

Naked. — Nor dare they pay Tithes to that Prieſt- 
- 1,304, which have Hearts exerciſed with covetous 
Fractices, and unduly claim them of Chriſtians 
© thar krow Chriſt is come, and hath changed the 
Pi icſthood that took Tithes.* 

Exlract of an Epiſile from the Second-day's Morning - 
meeting, the Eleventh Month, 1690, to Monthly and 
Quarierly meetings. * A few Days before George Fox 
died, he had a great Concern on his Mind, con- 
« cerning ſome the Lord was qualifying for the 
«* Miniſtry, who through their intangling themſelves 
4 


in the Things of this World, did make them- 
« ſelves unready to anſwer the Calls and Lead- 


< ings'of the Power of God, but hurt the Gift, and 
did not regard their Service and Miniſtry as they 
« ought : He expreſs'd his Grief concerning ſuch as 


« preferr*d their own Buſineſs before the Lord's, and 
« ſought the advancing worldly Concerns, before the 


© Concerns of Truth; that ſuch would commit the 
s Care of their outward Concerns to the Lord, who 
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< would care for them, and give a Bleſſing to them.” 
Signed by 21 Members. 
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William Penn's No Croſs, no Crown, pag. 104. 
*Tis as much the Buſineſs of the Croſs of Chriſt, 
to crucify the Love of Riches, as any other Sin 
whatſoever, .* Tis a great Aggravation of the Un- 
charitableneſs of the Rich, that they ſpend upon 
their Fancies and Follies that which would ſupply 
the Neceſſitous, and rejoice the Hearts of many a 
worthy Perſon in Diſtreſs: I am ſure thoſe offend 
the Lord, who thus fulfil their wandering never 
ſatisfied Eye. *—Rich People are ſometimes querying, 


what they ſhould do with Fc Time and Money? This 
Author Ars them, Chap. 15. Sect. 5, 9 and 10, 
wiz. Women ſhould ſew, ſpin, knit, weave, garden, 
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preſerve, and the like Houſewife and honeſt Em- 
ployments 3 the Practice of the greateſt and nobleſt 
Matrons and Youth among the very Heathens.— 
They may help others, who for Want are unable 
to keep Servants to eaſe them in their neceſſary 
Afﬀairs.— They ſhouid be often in private Retire- 
ment from all worldly Objects, to enjov the Lord 
in ſecret and ſteady Meditation. — Charity to the 
Poor, Help to the Needy, Viſits to the Sick, 

Care of the Widow and Fatherleſs, and Peace 
among Neighbours, and other temporal good 
Offices would be a noble Employment, and much 
more worth your Expence and Pains.— Their Af- 
fections ſhould be raiſed to ſublime and ſpiritual 
Converſation.“ And he elſewhbere adds, © We ſhould 
viſit our ſober Neighbours to be edified by them, 
wicked ones to reform them.” Aud farther, * We 
ſhould uſe this World in its moſt innocent Enjoy- 
ments as if we uſed it not; and if we take Pleaſure 
in any Thing below, it ſhould be in ſuch good 
Offices as before mention'd, that Benefit may 
redound in ſome Reſpect to others.” 
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Extratt from A. Rigg's Life. Charge all Parents 
of Children, that they keep their Children low and 
plain in Meat, Drink and Apparel, and in due 
Subjection to all juſt Commands, and let them not 
appear above the real Eſtates of their Parents; 
not get into Pride and high Things, though they 
have plentiful Eſtates, for that is of dangerous 
Conſequence to their future Happineſs. Let them 
not get into any ſuperfluous Thing, as needleſs 
rich Hangings, coſtly Furniture, fine Tables, great 
Treats, curious Beds, Veſſels of Silver or Gold; 
— The very Poſſeſſion creates Envy, faith an 
ancient Chriſtian Clement.“ 
Origen, ſpeaking of thoſe Words, Silver and Gold 
T7 have none; ſaid, * Behold the Riches of thoſe who 
are Prieſts of Chriſt ; but let us quickly apply 
theſe Things to ourſelves, who are prohibited by 
the Law of Chriſt, (if we have any Regard there- 
to) to have Poſſeſſions in the Country, and Houſes 
in the City; no, not to multiply Coats nor 
Money; but if we have Food and Raiment let us 
be therewith content.“ Diſſertation on Titbes. 
.* Ambroſe Rigge's Life, pag. 236. That Eſtate 
that 1s got, either with the rending, or Hazard of 
rending another's, 1s neither honeſtly got, nor can 
be bleſſed. —*Tis when the Enemy gets in, and 
works 1n his Mind, and he begins to think of a 
higher Trade, a finer Houſe, and to live more 
at Eaſe and Pleaſure in the World, and then cons» 
trives how he may borrow of this and the other; 
and when accompliſhed according to his Deſire, 
then he begins to undertake great Things, and get 
into a fine Houſe, and gather rich Furniture and 
Goods together, launching preſently into the 
ſtrong Torrent of a great Trade, and then make 
a great Shew beyond what really he is, which is 
Diſhoneſty ; and if he accompliſh his intended 
Purpoſe to raiſe himſelf in the World, 'tis with 
C 4 the 
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© the Hazard (at leaſt) of other Men's Ruin, and 
© it he falls ſhort, he brings a great Reproach upon 
< the bleſſed Truth he profeſſeth, which is worſt 
c of all.” | 

Epiſile from the General. meeting in Dublin, 1671. 
As there was rather a going back by many into 
© the dark Cuſtoms and never. ſettled Faſhions, into 
© the Liberty and Spirit of the World, both in Ap- 
© parel and ſuperfluous adorning of Houſes with 
"© thoſe Things which at beſt do but feed the Luſt 
© of the Eye, and therefore muſt needs miniſter unto 
< Vanity, and not adorn the Goſpel of Chriſt ; the 
* Lord hath put it into our Hearts to write theſe 
Lines.“ 

In an Epiſtle to the Men and Womens Meelings 
throughout Ireland in 1684, I find Elders concern'd to 
reſtore the Youth, and others among Friends, who had 
gone into a falſe Liberty diſhonourable to Truth ; and 
among other Things complain'd of, I find this lamented ; 
© — Allo, that ſeveral who have Hair enough on 
their Heads, cut it off and get ruffling Wigs, and 
others who may have ſome Neceſſity, do get ſuch 
Wigs as are ſuperfluous, in Length and otherwiſe.” 
Zearly- meeting 1718. A Teſtimony againſt an 
undue Liberty which too many under the Pro- 
felſion of Truth run into, to the Grief of the 
Faithful, and the Reproach of our holy Profeſ- 
tion, by Men amongſt us putting on extravagant 
Wigs, Sc.“ 

Ambroſe Rigge*s Epiſtle to Friends. Whereas 
the great and wile God having made Man accord- 
ing to his good Pleaſure, and hath beſtowed a 
Quantity of Hair to keep them warm, ſome of 
one Colour, and ſome of another, ſuch a Colour 
as will ſatisfy an humble Mind; and if any hath 
not a ſufficient Quantity, or through Sickneſs or 
Calualty loſes his Hair, a ſuitable and modeſt 
s Supply may be ſuitable, and no Offence to ron 
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and good Men; this Supply of Hair being uſed till 
natural Hair grow again, and then be well laid 
aſide. But if Pride, or without any juſt Occaſion, 
do cut it off, becauſe it is not faſhionable or 
modiſh, or that it don't curl enough, or is not 
of ſuch a Colour as they like ; this is not right in 
the Sight of God, and an evident Token that 
divine Wiſdom is lighted and undervalued, by 
thoſe who are not contented with ſuch Sort and 
Colour of Hair as he hath ſeen fit to beſtow, as if 
they would alter the Work of Providence, and 
mend what God hath made. —T felt a Concern on 
my Spirit from the Lord to give a ſhort Teſti- 
mony againſt this Exceſs, ſeeing, to my Sorrow, 
many both old and young run into unneceſſary 
Wigs, and have found that it hath given Occa- 
ſion ot Offence in divers Places.“ | 
And I here add, That Truth is one in all, and it 
calls to Humility and Self-denial in all, as appears 
by divers Teſtimonies formerly given forth againſt 
Pride, by ſeveral Members of the Church of Eng- 
land, And I find in the Articles of Viſitation, 
when the Biſhops viſited their Dioceſſes, they were 
to enquire among other Things, Whether the Mini- 
ſters were ſober, and exemplary in their Hair? And 
one (calPd a dignify'd one) amongſt them, writes 
thus: There have been Books written - about 
© the Lawfulneſs or Unlawfulneſs of Men's wearing 
long Hair, the Subſtance of which were too much 
to tranſcribe here. That which ſeems commended 
to us as the Will of God in this Matter is, That 
Men and Women ſhould ſo order their Hair, as 
to preſerve the Diſtinction of Sexes, (as well as in 
their Clothes) that they ſhould not wear 1t curled 
or tricked up about their Heads, as the Women 
which ſpeaks too much of an unmanly effeminate 
Temper ; and much more, it was what became 
not Chriſtians. And if this be forbidden Men, as 
| tO 
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to the Uſe of their own Hair, they ſtand concern'd 
* to conlider, whether it be lawful thus to adorn 
« themſelves with the Hair of other Men and 
Women.“ | 

And here Jet the Prophet and Apoſtles have 
place; and I would, Brethren, it might have place 


in your Hearts allo.—And firſt, the Women's well- 


fer Hair is produc'd by the Prophet as a Mark of 
their Pride; and among their Implements ſerving 
the Purpoſes of Pride, is enumerated the Criſpin- 
pins; which an old Tranſlation ſays, where Pins 10 
curl their Hair, or to keep it in that Form. And next, 
let us give Attention to the Apoſtle's Advice, which 
plainly amounts to a Prohibition; that Chriſtian 
Women ought not to plait or broider their Hair; which 
the Biſhop's Bible calls curling the Hair: Forbid, I 
ſay, as it was not becoming the Humility, Solidity 
and Gravity of Women proteſſing Godlineſs, no more 
than wearing Gold and coſtly Array: And here we 
may obſerve Religion concern'd in theſe Things, tho” 
many deny it.—I might here enlarge on this Subject, 
but for Brevity's Sake I ſhall only recommend to 
you, Brethren, to conſider and judge of this Matter 
yourſelves ; judge ye then: Does all this well-ſet 
and curled Hair you adorn yourſelves with, become 
Men profeſſing Godlineſs, yea, the higheſt Degree 
thereof, Perfection? Again, does the Hair of a 
Youth of ſeventeen Years anſwer the Appearance we 
ſhould ſee in ſeventy? And if Neceſſity is pleaded, 
why muſt Men have borrowed Hair ſo different from 
their natural Covering ? which not only may differ 
in Colour, but in its lank, mean and unpleaſant 
Form. - Well, is the Time come, or approaching, 
wherein the Children is to teach the Fathers? Inſtead 
of the Fathers, muſt we look to the Children, to be 
made Princes in all the Earth, to give Laws and 
Example to Mankind ? O beloved Brethren, if any 
are out of your Places in this Matter, reſume your 


Dignity, 
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Dignity, be Princes in your own Hearts, by the 
Power of him by whom Kings reign : Search out 
the Law and the Teſtimony, which too many have 
violated, let us be governed ſtrictly by it ourſelves; 

then ſhall we every one of all Stations be qualified 


e 
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to execute the Laws of God in our Families, in 
Equity, Truth and Righteouſneſs. 


Preface to William Crouch's Works, pag. 12. As 
to the Things of this World, he eſteem'd them, 
as they are in themſelves, periſhing Enjoyments, 
and therefore placed not his Aﬀections on them; 
he looked not on himſelf as a Proprietor, but a 
Steward of them; ſo he was a Benefactor to ſome 
of all Opinions, counting that Perſon his Neigh- 
bour that ſtood in need of his Bounty, declaring 
the Love of Money the Root of all Evil, ſay- 
ing, Covetoulnels is a Sin, which wiſe Men in all 
Ages condemn, yet moſt Men have been more 
or leſs in Love with it. That Covetouſneſs is a 
Sin, yea, a grievous Sin, who 1s there that denies 
it? But then the Diſtinctions about it, the Apolo- 
gies and Excuſe made for it are ſo many, and ſo 
ſubtilly contrived, that tho' no Sin is ſo general 
and apparent, yet there are very few among the 
vaſt Number of Delinquents, that will acknow- 
ledge themſelves guilty. — He made ſuch a De- 
tection of it, that notwithſtanding all the Cunning 
of its Advocates and Abettors, and the various 
fair Colours they put upon it, *tis ſtill whatever 
it was, an odious Monſter in the Sight of God 
and good Men, a complicated Evil, that carries in 
its Bowwels the Seeds of all Iniquity.” See his Treatiſe 


# the enormous Sin of Covetouſneſs detected. — 


We read not of any good Man, ſays he, in all the 
Hiſtory of Scripture or of the primitive Times that 
was covetous, and it is a Shame that any that do 
now pretend 10 the Chriſtian Religion fhould degene- 
rate. He was clear himſelf in this Matter, as 

| © credible 
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credible Perſons, who knew him, unanimouſly 
agree, that his Treaſure was in Heaven; the 
Treaſures of the World he put no Value on them 
any further than to be his Servants for neceſſary 
Uſes, and for charitable Acts towards others, for 
even Strangers in Diſtreſs went not empty han led 
from his Gate; he viſited the Fathe I-fs 1n4 
Widow, and kept himſelf unſpotted from | 
World; he did Juſtice towards all Men; t 

of the firſt Leſſons Truth reaches her Diſcip.. 
Now as doing juſtly or righteouſly is a cercaii 
Proof of being born of God, fo 'tis in vain for 
any Man to conceit he is ſo born, in whom the 
Fruits of Equity or Righteouſneſs are not conſpi— 
cuous 3 and whoſoever acts as a new Creature, 
and feels a Neceſſity upon him to keep his Ward, 
perform his lawful Contracts, pay his juſt Debts, 
and do to all Men as they would have them do 
to him.—This was the Rule this Friend walked 
by, and was bleſſed in his Deeds.“ 

Rutty's Hiſtory of Friends in Ireland, pag. 199. 
When the Fear of God prevailed in our Hearts, 
and we hated Pride and Covetouſneſs, then were 
we ready to anſwer Chriſt Jeſus our Captain, that 
called us to follow him in a ſpiritual Warfare, 
under the Diſcipline of the daily Croſs and Self- 
denial ; then the Things of this World were of 
ſmall Value to us, ſo that we might win Chriſt ; 
and the goodlieſt Things of this World were of 
ſmall Value, and were not near us, ſo that we 


might be near the Lord 3 and the Lord's Truth. 


outballanced all the World, even the moſt glori- 
ous Part of it.— Then great Trading was a Bur- 
den, great Concerns a great Trouble ; all need- 
leſs Things, fine Houſes, rich Furniture, and 
gaudy Apparel was an Eye-ſore; our Eye being 
ſingle to the Lord, and the Inſhining of his Light 
in our Hearts, which gave us the Sight of the 

| Knowledge 
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Knowledge of the Glory of God, which ſo affected 
our Minds, that it ſtained the Glory of all earthly 
Things, and they bore no Maſtery with us, either 
in Dwelling, Eating, Drinking, Buying, Selling, 
Marrying, or giving in Marriage; the Lord 
was the Object of our Eye, and we were all 
humble and low before him, and Self of ſmall 
Reputation ; Miniſters and Elders all in ſuch Caſes 
walking as good Examples, that the Flock might 
follow their Footſteps, as they follow'd Chriſt in 
the daily Croſs; and this anſwer'd the Lord's 
Witneſs in all Conſciences, and gave us great 
Credit among Men, till there came a Spirit 
among us, that began to look back into the 


World, and traded with the Credit which was 


not of their own purchaſing ; ſtriving to be great 
in the Riches and Poſſeſſions of the World: And 
then great fair Buildings in City and Country, 
fine and faſhionable Furniture, and Apparel equi- 
valent, with dainty and voluptuous Proviſions, 
rich Matches in Marriages, exceſſive cuſtomar 

uncomely ſmoaking Tobacco, under Colour of 
lawful and ſerviceable, far wide from the Foot- 
ſteps of the Miniſters and Elders the Lord raifed 
up and ſent forth in his Work and Service at 
the Beginning, and far ſhort of the Example our 
Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt left us, when he 
was tempted in the Wilderneſs with the Offer of 
all the Kingdoms of the World, and the Glory 
of them, and he deſpiſed them; and Moſes, that re- 
fuſed to be called the Son of Pharoab's Daughter, 
but rather choſe Affliction with the Lord's People, 
having a Regard to the Recompence of Reward. 
And the holy Apoſtle writes to the Church of 
Chriſt, both Fathers, young Men and Children, 
and adviſes againſt the Love of the World, and 


the Faſhions thereof : And it is working, as the 


old Leaven, at this very Time, to corrupt the 
| Heritage 
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© Heritage of God, and to fill it with Briars, 
© Thorns, Thiſtles and Tares, and the Grapes of 
the Earth, to make the Lord reject it, 82 lay 
it waſte, But the Lord of our Mercies is lifting 
up the Standard of his Spirit againſt the Enemy 
in the Hearts of many, to ſtand in the Ga 

which this floating, bigh, worldly, libertine Spirit 
< hath made, that is gone from the Footſteps of 
them that followed Chriſt as at firſt, and knew 
< him to keep them within his Bounds ; and not 
© their own Will and Time to lay hold on Pre- 
< ſentations and Opportunities that may offer to get 
© Riches, which many have had and refuſed for 
« Truth's Sake, and the Lord hath accepted it as 
© an Offering, and rewarded to their great Com- 
fort, and the Praiſe of his great Name.* 

On the foregoing Page we may obſerve, that with 
the Declenſion ſo much lamented, came in a Deſire 
of rich Matches in Marriages, which occaſioned many 
Advices from Yearly and other Meetings, to Parents 
who have Children to diſpoſe of in Marriage, not 
to make their firſt Care to obtain large Portions 
for their Children, and Settlements of Marriage; 
but rather careful that their Children be joined in 
Marriage with Perſons of religious Inclinations, 
ſuitable Diſpoſitions, Temper, Sobriety of Manners, 
and Diligence. And is not this Advice neceſſary at 
this very Day to Miniſters and Elders, Sc. ſome of 
whom, it is to be feared, make their Arft Motive of 
their Change of Life, the worldly Poſſeſſion of the 
Party they addreſs ; tho' in many other Reſpects, 
as above mentioned, inſtead of being equally yoaked 
and Help-meets for their Furtherance in Religion, 
they become Snares, and perhaps cauſe them alſo to 
worſhip their ſtrange Gods, as did the Wives of one 
of old, once greatly favoured of the Lord. 

Rutty' S Hiſtory of Friends, &c. After the Trou- 
5 bles in Ireland, ſucceeded a Time of great Plenty; 
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and as the Time of great Loſſes had been experi- 
enced, before the Time of great Riches came on, 
and many eagerly purſued them, which proved 
very injurious upon ſeveral] Accounts, eſpecially to 
Friends Children, who perceiving their Parents 
Fulneſs, rely'd on them, and grew conceited and 
finical, many giving way to Idleneſs, and many 
Parents indulging them, and gratitying the vain 
Mind that goes after the Faſhions of the World; 
and for want of timely Care, ſome grew ſo 
hardy, that their Parents could not deal with 
them; and theſe Things added great Exerciſe 
to the Sincere, and great Endeavours were uſed 
to put a ſtop to this eager Purſuit after the 
Things of this World. — And from many Men 
and Womens Meetings, Admonitions, Exhor- 
tations and Warnings, were ſent forth to the 
Body of Friends, to keep to the Limits of Truth. 


And further, continues the Hiſtory, This Concern of 
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the Elders is no leſs a ſtanding Evidence of their 
true Wiſdom and Forecaſt, with Regard to the 
Preſervation of ſucceeding Generations, which 
ſeems to be expreſſed in thoſe Terms, Laying God's 
Heritage waſte; and indeed, that great Deſolation 
in reſpect to the Poſterity of Friends, hath been the 
natural Tendency of this inordinate Purſuit of 
Riches and Grandeur in Parents, as hath been 
amply verify'd by the Obſervations of ſucceeding 
Times. — Not. all the Perſecutions, ſaid a certain 
eminent Elder, not all the Apoſtates, nor all the 
open or private Enemies we have ever had, have done 
15, as a Chriſtian Society, the Damage that Riches 
have done, —In Fact, we ſee ſcarce any Thing more 
frequent than this, that when the laborious and 
frugal Father has amals'd a great Eſtate, and left 
it to his Children, they grow too high to ſtoop to 
thoſe Singularities, and Inſtances of Selt-denial, 


wherein they have been educated ; the Quakers 


« Religion. 
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* Religion becomes a Burden, and perhaps throwrl 
off for that which is moſt in Faſhion.— The Im- 
< portance of this Affair was ſuch, that in the Year 
* 1698, a Province Meeting was held, conſiſting 
© botl. of Men and ancient concerned Women, in 
© order to wait on the Lord for Counſel, concern- 
ing the proper Bounds of getting and right uſing 
© the lawful Things of this World; and they teſtify'd 
© that the Glory of the Lord covered their Aſſembly, 
© and their Hearts were melted in his Preſence ; and 
under this Influence, the Perſons that conſtituted 
that Meeting did by unanimous Conſent, one by 
one, offer themſelves to be ſubject to the Province 
Meeting, or any Elders appointed by that Meeting, 
© with Regard to their outward Callings, Holdings, 
© Frading or Dealing among Men, F any Thing 

© ſhould be judged to exceed the Bounds of Moderation.“ 
This Evil of Covetouſneſs is ſo dangerous, that 
our Lord redoubles his Caution againſt it; Take 
| heed, and beware of Covetouſneſs ; an Evil, though 
frequently diſguiſed under the Cloaks of Tem- 
perance, Induſtry and Frugality, yet engroſſes the 
Affections as much as the Luſt of the Fleſh, or 
other more infamous Sins, and as effectually ex- 
cludes from the Kingdom of God.—And as this 
Sin of Covetouſneſs is ſo frequently, juſtly, and ar- 
dently condemned and teſtified againſt, as it is the 
Root of all Evil; and among many unlawful Means it 
puts People on to gain this End, is that of buying 
and ſelling uncuſtom'd Goods, — And atnong many 
Advices from Yearly-meetings, &c. let us hear and 
take this of 1719. Dear Friends, as our Teſti- 
mony hath ever been and ſtill is againſt defrauding 
the King of any of his Cuſtoms, Duties or Exciſe, 
buying Goods reaſonably ſuſpected to be run, ex- 
« porting Wool or other Goods prohibited by Law, 
or doing any other Thing whatſoever to the Injury 
* of the King's Revenues, or of the common Good, 
; 6 Or 
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or to the Hurt of the fair Trader ; if any of our 
Profeſſion ſhall be known to be guilty of theſe or 
other ſuch Crimes, we do earneſtly adviſe the 
reſpective Monthly-meetings, to which ſuch Of- 
fenders belong, ſeverely to reprehend and teſtify 
againſt them, and their unwarrantable, clandeſtine 
and unlawful Actions, and admoniſh them to 
make Reſtitution for the Wrong done the Govern- 
ment and the holy Truth profeſſed by us.” 

Another Evil which ſprings from this bitter Root 


of Covetouſneſs, is trading upon other Men's Foun- 
dations.— For a full Detection of this enormous Sin, 
Jee Ambroſe Rigge's brief and ſerious Warning to 
ſuch as are concerned in Commerce and Trading, in 
his Works, pag. 233. 
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The ſame Author ſays, pag. 348, * Be not lifted 
up if the World's Riches increaſe, for *tis not 
always a Sign of the Favour of God; and be not 
caſt down when they are taken away, for *tis not 
a Sign of his Diſpleaſure.” 
Dr. Rutty's Hiſt. of Friends in Ireland, pag. 37. 
The Love of God and the Brethren, (though ſup— 
planted by the Love of this World, in a human, 
carnal and apoſtatized Miniſtry, who have made 
a Trade of the Goſpel], and followed Jeſus for the 
Loaves) is all the Support the true Miniſtry wants : 
And as Love begets Love, whatever outward Sup- 
port may be needful will be freely adminiſtered, 
according to the primitive Pattern. And though 
ſuch a Miniſtry may not enjoy great Riches and 
Revenues, yet as theſe are Provocatives to Lux- 
ury, and many other Evils, this will be no Loſs 
to them as ſpiritual Men; but on the contrary, 
leſs Temptation adminiſtred in reſpect to the Cares 
and Pleaſures of this Life; and they will be en- 
abled to apply themſelves to the Concerns of the 
other with leſs Diſtraction, and ſhine as living Ex- 
amples of Piety among the People. 1 
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To corroborate this Obſervation, let us take that 
of the Apoſtle Paul's to Timothy, — Having Food and 
Raiment, let us therewith be content. But they that 
will be rich, fall into Temptation and a Snare, and into 
many fooliſh and hurtful Luſts, which drown Men in 
Perdition and Deſtruftion, For the Love of Money is 
the Root of all Evil, which while fome coveted after, 
they have erred from the Faith, and pierced themſelves 
through with many Sorrows. But thou, O Man of God, 
flee theſe Things, and follow after Righteouſneſs, God- 
lineſs, Faith, Love, Patience and Meekneſs. 

And as this Root of all Evil (the Love of Money) 
too much prevaiPd among us as a Society, I find 
concern'd Friends in Ireland adviſing againſt Tradeſ- 
men, Sc. being concerned in Trading in the Time 
of the Halt-year's Meeting, alledging, That it was | 
a Cumber to the Minds of Friends, when they ſhould | 
be concerned about the Lord's Buſineſs, and gives Occa- | 
ſion to judge Friends are covetous-minded. And may | 
it not be obſerved with Sorrow now, as formerly, | 
when too many are embarraſſing themſelves in 
Trade, and breaking in upon the Solemnity of theſe | 
Times, which as I conceive were originally appointed 
for the Service of Truth only: And tho? I decry ſu- | 
perſtitious Forms, appointed Times, and Obſervation 
of Days, after the Inventions of the carnal Mind, 
(in which I long had my Converſation, but now 
deny) yet, as a certain ancient Worthy obſerves, 
There are ſome Forms among us, as Time and Place to 

meet together, &c. neceſſary to the very Being, and Well- 
being of a religious Society. The Apoſtles were in 

a Form, when they aſſembled at Zeru/alem, where 

with one Accord they were aſſembled in one Place, 

waiting for the Promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt, which 

we find deſcended in a wonderful Manner upon 

them; and by the powerful Preaching of the Apo- 

ſtles, the People were ſo baptized, that the ſame 

Day there was added to the Church three Thouſand 

| Souls; 
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Souls; and we may ſee, that the holy Spirit not 
only deſcended on them, but remained on them; 
for they continued ſtedfaflly in the Apoſtles Doctrine 
and in Fellowthip; and they were daily with one 
Accord in the Temple, and breaking of Bread from 
Houſe to Houſe, not with double Views, but in 
Singleneſs of Heart, minding one Buſineſs only; not 
trading from Houle to Houle, but praiſing God in 
their Viſits for this Addition to the Church, not to 
their Eſtates: And by this pious Example they 
were brought into Favour with Men allo, and pro- 
bably was a Means that ſo many were adding daily 
to the Church of ſuch as ſhould be ſaved ; and not 
without Reaſon we may believe, divers of theſe 
were ſent by the Almighty, with his Offers of Salva- 
tion, to others which ſhould believe through their 


Word. 


Rutty's Hiſtory of Friends in Ireland, pag. 477. 
« I can't baniſh from my Mind, that a Degree of 
that general Lukewarmneſs and Indolence which 
have overſpread the Churches, may have alſo af- 
fected ſome of the Miniſtry ; for if Truth be as 
amiable now as ever, as undoubtedly it is, but 
theſe leſs zealous in propagating, it, it may be 


and ſeized ſome of them, viz. the World, and the 
Cares thereof , and if with regard to every private 
Chriſtian they are as Thorns that choak the good 
Seed, it muſt prove ſtill more eminently fo in 
publick Stations, who are concern'd to miniſter 
{piritual Things to others; who in an eſpecial 
manner ought 'o hun the Entanglements of the 
Affairs of this Life. Had there been no Danger 
of this Sort incident to the Miniſtry, that Query 
would have been unneceſſary, viz. Do nene of theſe 
overcharge themſelves with Buſineſs, ie binder their 
Service? And had there been no Poſſibility of 
* Indolence and Negligence in the Mziziſiry, thoſe 
: D 2 * Advices 


fear*d that ſome other Beloved hath interpoſed 
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Advices of the Apoſtle Paul had been needleſs, 
vi. Give Altendance to Exhorlation, to Doctrine, to 
* Reading ; neglect not the Gift that is in thee, which 
© was given thee by Prophecy, with the laying on the 
Hands of the Preſbytery ; meditate on theſe Things 1 
give thyſelf wholly to them, that thy profiting may 
* appear to all, Now as Miniſters and Elders may 
© be conſidered as the two principal outward Pillars 
of the Church, the Stability and Integrity of theſe 
will undoubtedly have no {mall Influence on the 
« Proſperity thereof; and ſo on the contrary. I 
© heard a lolemn and awful Truth utter'd in a 
« Meeting of Miniſters and Elders by an eminent 
« Miniſter 3 Corruption never did overſpread the 
Church, unleſs Miniſters and Elders gave way, And 
< no doubt it nearly concerns all in theſe Stations, 
© to exerciſe a holy Jealouſy over themſelves, left 
© they ſhould not be found ſtanding in the Gap in 
< theſe perilous Times, when Detolation ſeems to 
© threaten us.” 
Extraf' from the Lives of the primitive Chriſtians 
from William Caton's Abridgement. * The Members 
of this Chriſtian common Wealth looked mean 
and contemptible : Nothing about them was 
< pompous, either in Clothes, Diet, or Habitation, 
or Houſhold Stuff. — Such as were noble or 
© learn*d, or of a genteel Extract, laid aſide all their 
Pride, and all their ſwelling Titles, and forgot 
that they had been better born or educated than 
others; and became like their Brethren. — Plait- 
© ing, or curling of Hair, was a Thing both their 
Men and Women proſcribed from their Care; 
* they thought that Labour loſt, which was em- 
© ployed about ſuch Superfluities: They were jea— 
* lous of their ſerious _ of Mind and Spirit, 
and therefore all ſuch Dreſſes as ſerved to infuſe 
Vanity into their Minds, or damp their Zeal to 
Religion, they ſhunn'd, as they did Houſes infected 
c by 
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by the Plague. — They minded no ſuch Thing as 


Modes and Faſhions, nor did any new Habit or 
© Ornament, that came up, intice them to Imita- 
tion. Decency was their Rule, and Modeſty the 
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Standard of their Habit and Converſation. — They 
wore nothing about them that was coſtly or curi- 
ous, Their Study and Contrivance was, how to 
make them fit for the Marriage of the Lamb.— 
Their Garments was either Linen, Woolen, Furr 
or Sheepſkins, and their Furniture mean and 
homely. —They were deſpiſed for their Meanneſs, 
and were looked upon as unſociable, People of 
pitiful Spirits, Strangers to the Art of Converla— 
tion, melancholy Wretches, Brethren of Worms, 
yet they matter'd not the World's Cenſures, and 
triumphed more in a good Conſcience, than the 
others could do in all the Vanities and Glories 


of this preſent World, —The World's Contempt 


was their Glory ; they did not mind being under- 
valued by the vulgar Crowd, that they might 
with greater Earneſtneſs long, after a better Inhe- 
ritance.—If any wanted Buſineſs, and had no Need 
to work for their Living, they worked for the 


Poor. Idleneſs they had an Averſion to. The 
great Men and Women would do ſomething, that 


the Needy might be the better for. She that had 
been the greateſt Lady, did not diſdain to ſpin, 
ſew and knit for her diſtreſſed Neighbours. Like 
Bees, they were ever employed for the common 
Good. — The Love of the World was Death to 
theſe Chriſtians ; they thought it a certain Sign 
that they had no Portion in Chriſt, if they at- 
tempted to ſerve God and Mammon. — To be in 
the World, and not of the World, was their Motto. 
— They feem'd to be prophane, becauſe they did 
not worſhip the Heathey Gods; but were more 
devout to the true God. — Not a few left their 
great Dignities, high Places, and ſwelling Titles, 
| D 3 >» 
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to become Chriſtians, and choſe to be low and 
contemptible in the World, that they might have 


no Impediment in their Way to Heaven. 
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The ancient Chriſtians mainly inſiſted upon this, 
That the Arts of curious and coſtly Dreſſes were 
injurious to God, and a Diſparagement to his 
Work manſhip.-Says Jertullian, we are not to 
ſeek after Neatneſs and Finery beyond what is 
ſimple and ſufficient, and what pleaſes God; 
againſt whom they offend, who are not fatisfy*d 
with his Workmanſhip. — Chry/otem commends 
Olympias, a Woman of great Birth and Eſtate, 
for the incredible Modeity and Meanneſs of her 
Attire.—The Chri/tians were fo far from the At- 
fetztion of Bravery in rich and coſtly Things, 
that they thought they never could ſeem mean 
enough. Clemens of Alexandria ſays, The Gar- 
ments we ſhould wear ought to be mean and fru- 
gal, and that is the beſt which is fartheſt from Art 
and Curiolity. — The Ancients cenſured Intem- 
perance, but, ſays Clemens, not to be compared 
with a nice, curious Study of Fineſs.— They cry'd 
out not only againſt the Coſtlineſs of their Clothes, 
but the Arts to add greater Handſomneſs than 
God had beſtow'd upon them. But ſome of theſe 
Tiqꝛes pleaded Riches; to which Cyprian anſwers, 
They are truly rich who are rich towards God, 
and the World ought to be deſpiſed with its Pomps 
and Delights, which we renounced when we hap» 
pily turn'd to God; and Riches are to be govern'd 
by juſt Meatures. For the Apoltle commands all 
Women, how rich ſoever, 1% adorn themſelves in 
modeſt Apparel, not with coſily Array; and ſhews 
a more excellent way to beſtow their Eſtates, 10 
relieve the Hungry and feed the Poor. This was the 
beſt Art of improving Riches.” 


_ Rutty's Hiſtory of Friends in Ireland. © The fore- 


going Page informs us, not only how the primitive 
« Chriſtians 
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Cbriſtians clothed themſelves, but how they fur- 
« niſhed their Houſes, agreeable to the Simplicity 
and Moderation of our elder Brethren, with Regard 
© to the Furniture of their Houſes; concerning 
which I am ſorry to have Occaſion to obſerve, 
© that not a few of the preſent Generation have 
« deviated a much greater Length from the primi- 
tive Precept and Example, than they have in 
< Reſpect to the Ornaments of their Perſons, whoſe 
Conduct in Relation to theſe two particulars is fo 
little uniform, that it would ſeem to imply, that 


provided they would retrench a little of the modiſh 


« Superfluitics in clothing their Bodies, they had 
received an Indulgence to run into an unbounded 
Profuſion and Extravagance in the Furniture of 
their Houſes,” And with the ſame Parity of Rea- 
ſon may it be here added, that provided they deny'd 
themſelves of gay and gaudy Clothing, they might 
indulge an extravagant Diſpoſition in that that is 
plain and grave, as if the Pride lay in the Colour 
only, and not in the Quality of the Garment z neg- 
lecting the Apoſtle's Prohibition of coſtly Array, as 
well as Gold and ſuperfluous Ornaments: And 
alſo forgetting the many Changes of Raiment, or 
changeable Suits of Apparel, the fine Linen, che 
Glaſſes, and curious Things which we find in the 
Catalogue of the Fewih Womens Pride and Dainti- 
neſs. This minding of high Things, purſuing great 
Riches, and purchaſing coſtly Things, don't leem at 
all conſiſtent with the Lip Acknowledgment of 
many, and the great Expreſſions of Humility, de- 
baſing ourſelves below the moſt abject of all Beings, 
as weak, ſhortſighted, imperfect, unworthy Crea- 
tures; Worms and not Men; Vanity, and leſs than 
nothing. And to ſee the Coſtlineſs of Apparel, and 
Furniture in Houſes, &c. and the impious Nicety 
and Curioſity, as William Penn juſtly ſtiles it, 
among ſame of the plainner Sort in the Society, is 
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moſt aſtoniſhing, and would almoſt induce one to 
think, that provided they conſider'd themſelves in 
this humble Situation in the Sigbt of God, the 
ſupream Being, they might be indulged in their 
imagined Superiority and Diſtinctions which their 
Riches have made between them and their fellow 
Creatures. | | 

George Fox's Warning to keep out of Faſhions of the 
World, which leads bilow the ſerious Life. * Mind 
that which is ſober and modeſt, and Keep your 
Faſhions therein, that you may judge the World, 
whoſe Minds and Eyes are in this, «bat they ſhall 
eat and put on; and, Friends that ſee the World ſo 
oiten alter Faſhions and follow them, they cannot 
Judge the World, but the World will judge them: 
Kecp all in Plainneſs and Simplicity, and be cir- 
cumſpect, for they that follow theſe Things the 
World's Spirit invents, they cannot be ſolid; 
and many Faſhions might be inſtanced, both of 
Hats and Clothes of Men and Women, that daily 
are invented, which they that run into them, are 
near unto the World's Spirit, that run into the 
Luſt of the Eye, and Pride of Life; and let the 
Time paſt ſuffice, and the reſt of your Time live 
to the Will of God, taking no Thought what ye 
6 ſhall eat or put on.?“ | 

Womens Meeting Epiſtle from the Bull and Mouth, 
1683. The World ſays, the Quakers are now like 
s us, Ibey want only Lace and Ribbands. Our End is 
+ not to upbraid, but to remind you how our reli- 
* glous Profeſſion is upbraided; for with the Light 
> 
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you will ſee there is Superfluity in Habit, though 
no Lace and Ribbands. But to our Sorrow let us 
oblerve a farther Degeneracy ſince that Time, and 
not only Ribbands adorn the Heads of plain Friends, 
both Youth and Elders, but Laces adorn the Seams 
of their Infants Linen; which Inconſiſtency occaſion- 
ed one, whom we term of the World, to query with 
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me, I here the Difference lay between Lace made with 
Bobbins, and Lace made with Needles? becauſe, ſays 
ſhe, your People uſe Lace made with Needles, and 
refuſe that made with Bobbins. 
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Gerard Croeſe's Account of Friends. Their Mo- 
deration and Temperance was ſuch as became their 
Character ; they were diſtinguiſhed in the Manage- 
ment of Trade and Commerce with the World; 
they were meek, mild and moderate ; their Coun- 
tenance ſevere, and Speech ſlow ; they were mean 
in their Clothing, and their Houſes not richly 
furniſhed, tho? there were Men among them of 
large Subſtance.” 

Francis Howgill's Yorks, pag. 123. There are 
Differences of Adminiſtrations, but by the ſame 
Spirit of the Lord; now the Spirit of Truth, 
which is Life in its Self, putteth forth its own pure 
Act, not only to detect and convince him that 
tranſgreſſeth his Appearance, and manifeſts Evil 
that hath been commitred, but being turn'd unto, 
ſhews Men the Motions whence Temptations to 
Evil ariſeth, and as he ſingly keeps his Mind to 
it, gives Power to vanquiſh thoſe Evils. 

Yearly - meeting Epiſtle 1688. Advice againſt 
meddling with outward Heats, Controverſies and 
Diſtractions of this World, about the Kingdoms 
thereof ; bur pray for the Good of all, and leave 
all to the divine Power and Wiſdom, which rules 
in the Kingdoms of Men. — The Lord's hidden 
ones are always quiet in the Land.” 

« Fox's Epiſtles, pag. 205. And now, dear 
Friends, whatever Buſtlings, Tumults, Outrages, 
Quarrels and Strife ſhould riſe in the World, 
keep out of them all, and concern not yourſelves 
with them, neither talk of them; but keep in 
the Lord's Power and peaceable Truth, that is 
over all ſuch Things.“ 


bid. 
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Did. pag. 209. And all light Words and Jeſt- 
© ing avoid, and Fables and fooliſh Talk.” 

Penn's Epiſtle, * Let us beware of Lightneſs, 
« Jeſting, or a careleſs Mind, which grieves the 
< Spirit, 


* 
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On Feaſting at Marriages, ec. 


ENN*s Maxims. © Neither make, nor go to 
© Feaſts, but let the laborious Poor bleſs thee 
c at Home.” 
Fox's Epiſtles, pag. 556. Such among Friends 
s who marry, and provide great Dinners, that in- 
< ſtead thereof it would be of good Savour on ſuch 
£ Occaſions, that they give ſomething to the Poor, 
that be Widows and Fatherleſs, and ſuch like, ro 
© make them a Feaſt to refreſh them. To feaſt the 
Poor that cannot feaſt you again, would be a good 
Practice and Example: I know this Practice hath 
been uſed by ſome twenty Years ago, not only to 
give the Poor a little Victuals which you can't eat 
« yourſelves, but give them a little Money.—Thele 
* Things I do recommend (tho? it may look ſtrange) 
to weigh and conſider the Thing; it will be of 
good Report, and manifeſt a Selt-denial and Open- 
© neſs of Heart, and of the general Love of God.“ 
Rutty's Hiſtory of Friends in Ireland. © I find in 
early Records Inſtances of particular Perſons guilty 
of Drunkenneſs, who were dealt with, and if not 
reclaimed, expelled the Community.——And to the 
ſame Purpoſe any Thing that had a Tendency to 
promote this Evil, ſuch as the unneceſſary fre- 
quenting Alehouſes and Taverns, 1s not only cau- 
tion'd againſt, but a Return in divers Places is 
made to each Quarterly-meeting, of the Obſerv- 
| 6 ance 
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ance or Non- obſervance of this Caution. And 
whereas a great deal of Luxury, worldly Pomp 
and Oftentation of Births, Marriages and Burials, 
of thoſe who call themſelves Chriſtians, they 
eſteem'd themſelves call'd to bear a Teſtimony 
againſt theſe Things, and accordingly it is an 
eſtabliſhed Query, Whether Friends avoid ſuper- 
fluous Proviſions at Births, Marriages and Burials, 
and on other Occaſions ? and ſuch as tranſgreſs are 
liable to Admonition.” 
Yearly-meeting Epiſtle 1712. Let Friends con- 
cern'd about Marriages, keep within the Bounds 
of Truth, Sobriety and Temperance, that whether 
ye eat or drink, it may be to the Glory of God. 
Yearly-meeting Advices 1710. * In caſe of Marriage, 
Parents are tenderly exhorted to ſeek the Lord in 
this weighty Affair, and wait for Counſel and Di- 
rection from his holy Spirit, and that the Youth 
do the ſame; and that none make the Earth or 
the World the Ground of their Choice, for that 
will not procure a Bleſſing, but the contrary, and 
grieve the Lord, may ſpoil Families, and bring 
an Exerciſe on the Church of Chriſt, 
Nearly-meeting Advices 1718. A Teſtimony againſt 
running into exceſſive, ſumptuous and coſtly En- 
tertainments at Marriage Dinners, a great Part of 
which may be better employed in relieving the 
Neceſſities of the Poor.“ 
And would it be amiſs here to adviſe Friends, to 
ſpare a Part of what is laid out in coſtly Apparel and 
fine Linen on ſuch Occaſions? Would not the Ex- 
ceſs which appears in too many, though plain, be 
better beſtow'd to clothe the Naked? If fo, I be- 
lieve we ſhould have a better Account to give of 
the Lord*s Wool, Flax, &c. than pleaſing our 
Fancies with coſtly Things. And as Exceſſes have 
been complain'd of on rather a more ſolemn Occa- 
fion, viz. at Burials, * The National-meeting in b, 
' c 7 


G @ @a 4e 3 


A 


Gia a a &-- ..4 2m K 0 


G 0 


60 On Feaſting at Marriages, &c. 


land being inform'd of it, teſtified againſt this Ex- 
© ceſs and Cuſtom of having Wine, Brandy, or 
« ſtrong Waters, and Cakes ; Pipes and Tobacco, 
< which is very unbecoming the Occaſion of their 
< coming together; *tis therefore recommended, 
that Friends put a Stop to that unſuitable Practice, 
cas well as adorning Coffins.“ And may I add, 
taking ſuch laborious Pains to make them ſhine, and 
appear beautiful to the Eye; when (alas ! ) if we 
caſt our Eye within, behold perhaps an Object al- 
ready beginning to corrupt : Which brings to mind 
the Obſervation of a worthy Ancient, William Penn, 
ſpeaking of coſtly Apparel, and may be applicable 
to the preſent Purpoſe. «* Miſcrable State indeed, 
to be ſo blinded by the Luſt of the Eye, as to 
call Shew, Decency, to be curious and expenſive 
about that which ſhould be our Humiliation.” 
And I am ſorry to find this Note in Penn's Riſe and 
Progreſs, viz. Since the Time of this Account 
« was firtt publiſhed, ſome of the Poſterity of this 
People have put on outward Mourning Habits for 
the Deceaſed.“ Friends, I beſeech you diſcourage 
it in your Families. 
Half-year's Meeting in Ireland. Advice to keep 
out ot all Excels in Proviſions, and Feaſting in 
Marriages, and out of all airy and unſavory Dil- 
courſe and Deportment ; — and to avoid outward 
decking and dreſſing themſelves more than at other 
Times; — and that every particular Meeting ap- 
point two weighty ſenſible Friends to fee this 
Service performed.? | 
Quarlerly-inceling in London, 1750-1. That in 
ſolemnizing Marriages, Friends adviſed to proceed 
with Decency and good Order becoming our 
Chriſtian Profe ſſion. — To be careful neither to 
endeavour after too much Privacy, nor too popu- 
lar Invitations to the Solemnity; but that ſuitable 
Notice be given of the intended Marriage, ro 
© that 
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that they keep to the Hour appointed. — That as 
much as poſſible they would avoid all Superfluity 
in Apparel, and unneceſſary Shew and Expence on 
account of Marriage Dinners and publick Enter- 
tainments, theſe Things being altogether incon- 
ſiſtent with the Simplicity and Moderation we 
profeſs, injurious to the Circumſtances of ſome, 
and even in ſuch as can afford it, but an ill 
Example to thoſe of leſs Ability. — And the ſaid 
Monthly-meetings are deſired to give this Advice 


to each Couple who ſhall lay their Intentions of 
Marriage belore them.” 
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TESTIMONIES againſt paying Tithes. 


ISTORY of Friends in Ireland, pag. 416. 

« Behold the Sentiments of this People with 

© Regard to a truly Goſpel Miniſtry, and that 
« which is merely of Man's Appointment, and the 
© Tithes eſtabliſhed for its Support, which they 
© have always deem'd a J7ewiſe and antichriſtian 
c Yoke of Oppreſſion, againſt which they were 
© call'd to bear a Teſtimony ; and accordingly if 
© any of this Profeſſion were found to be concern'd 
© in paying or receiving Tithes, they were deem'd 
< unfaithful, and proper Subjects for Admonition, 
« unworthy to ſet in Meetings for Church Diſcipline, 
and liable to further Cenſure it they perſiſt in their 
« Oppoſition. Tertullian openly declares, that when 
Men depart from the Diſcipline of the Goſpel, 
they ſo far ceaſe among us to be accounted 
« Chriſtians, Hiſt. of Friends, pag. 7. 

The dying Teſtimony and Exerciſe of William Fiſher, 
1708-9. I William Fiſher of Roſs in Hereford, be- 
© ing weak in Body, but of a right W 

| have 
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have been ſorely afflicted in my Mind and Con- 
ſcience ſince my late and preſent Weakneſs, in 
conſenting to my Son's paying Tithes for me ; which 
has been ſuch a Terror to me, and has wounded 
my Conſcience, ſo that the Lord's Judgments 
hath followed me, that I could not take my natu- 
ral Reſt, which hath cauſed me to put forth this 
Paper as an Acknowledgment of my Condemna— 
tion for ſo doing. And I deſire all others who 
profeſs the Lord's everlaſting Truth, may take 
Warning by me, and bear their Teſtimonies more 
faithfully for the Lord, againſt the grand Op- 
preſſion of Tithes, that they may be more eaſy 
and compoſed in Mind upon a dying Bed than I 
have been. For the Terrors of the Lord have fol- 
lowed me in giving way to that Deluſion, which 
were it to do again, I would not pay it for all the 
World. I have often ſupplicated the Lord to for- 
give me this my great Tranſgreſſion in paying 
Tithes, and I deſire the Prayers of all my true 
and honeſt hearted Friends, that God would be 
pleaſed in Mercy to paſs by and forgive me for 
this my Sin, fo that I may obtain Peace with him. 
And now having Satisfaction in publiſhing this, I 
ſubſcribe my Name, the 1ſt Month, 1708-9. 


*©WiLLIAM FISHER. 


The Words of a dying Man, which may be a Warn- 


ing to Old and Young to prize the Day of Viſitation. 
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I went to viſit John Start of Hedingham in Eſſex, 
being under the afflicting Hand ot the Lord: I 
ſaid, I hoped he had laboured to make his Peace 
with God; he anſwered, in ſome Meaſure and not all, 
is hard; what is wanting is not on the Lord's Part but 
ours. I left him and went to his Wife, who told 
me her Huſband had refuſed to pay Tithes, and 
the Prieſt troubled him for it, and ſhe and her 


« Neighbours 
j 
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* Neighbours prevailed on him to go to the Prieſt 
and carry the Money, and'that her Huſband was 
© in great Diſtreſs of Spirit for ſo doing, and ſaid to 
© her, Had I not been better without Diſh or Spoon, 
© than to be in this Condition? I thought I had been an 
* honeſt Man, but now I ſee I am weigh'd in the Ballance 
© and am found too light; and ſo will many more that 
© profeſs themſelves Quakers, if they have not a preat 
Care to prize the Day of Viſitation.— Here the Wite 
© wept, and expreſſed great Sorrow for her being 
* inſtrumental in paying the Prieſt, — This is the 
© Subſtance of what I heard them ſay, 


* ABRAHAM GoyMER.” 


Behold and fear, Brethren ! here is one Inſtance of 
Diſobedience to God, and Bribery from a Wife; 
take heed and be not unequally yoked ; and alſo 
take heed of ſupporting a Miniſtry God is determined 
to bring down, by directly or indirectly, and in a 
clandeſtine manner paying their Demands, for be 
aſſured, that as all Sinners in Zion ſhall be afraid, ſo 
Fearfulneſs will one Day ſurprize theſe Hypocrites. 
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On Trades and Merchandize. 


2 Bebeld the World, and lo] there was Peril, becauſe 

of the Devices which were come into it, 2 Eſdras, ix. 
20. for tho? God made Man upright, he hath found out 
many Inventions, not only in Religion (which reſpects 
the Soul, but in outward Things which relate to the 
Body) to make that an eaſy agreeable Duty, ſuitable 
to the carnal Mind that is content with the Form there- 
of, ſo they may be excuſed from coming under the 
Influence of its Power, and thereby be left more 


at 
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at Liberty to ſearch out and make Things to indulge 
the ſame carnal Mind in the Luſt of the Fleſh, the 
Luſt of the Eyes and Pride of Life; and ſo theſe 
Craftſmen muſt conſequently have Retailers of their 
Inventions, from whence *tis probable this Complaint 
againſt rae! was taken up, Thou haſt defiled thy 
Sanfluaries by the Mullitude of thine Iniquities, and by 
the Iniquity of thy Traffick, Ezek. xxviii. 18. The ge- 
neral Pretence of Mankind for encouraging Super- 
fluities of all Kinds, is, that theſe Crafts helps the 
Poor to a Subſiſtance ; which, by the way, is far from 
being the Motive of theſe Promoters of Luſt and 
Vanity, at leaſt but of a very few; and the greateſt 
Charity will not allow us to judge otherwiſe, as *tis 
evident in Inſtances where ſome Invention is become 
unfaſhionable, the Craftſmen have been reduced to a 
State of Poverty for want of Employment. | 

Penn's zo Croſs, no Crown, pag. 212. But if 
the Inventors of evil Things want a Livelihood, 

feeding them that way nurſes the Caule inſtead of 
ſtarving of it. Let the Poor be help'd by Charity 
to better Callings, and the rich Vanity-huxters 
c retreat, and ſpend it more honeſtly than they 
< got it.” 

Some People alledge, That it is Nece/i ity oblipes them 
to ſell ſuch Superfluities as gratify the vain Mind: Let 
theſe remember, that we are not to do the leaſt Evil 
that the greateſt Good may enſue ; and allo, that 
there is one Neceſſity greater than all others, and 
that is, the Neceſlity of not offending the Lord and 
grieving his holy Spirit. 

Again, ſays the above mentioned Author, The 
Kingdom of God, ſay ſome, ſtands not in Meats, 
Drinks, nor Apparel, Sc. I anſwer, right. But 
it ſtands out of them. True honelt Religion don't 
* ſend People out of the World, but it preſerves 
* them from Evil. But ſome would endeavour to 
make God lerve with their Sins, and would rather 

change 
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charge the Almighty with the Creation and Inven- 
tion of their dirty Vanities, than want a Plea to 
« juſtify their Pretence and Practice. But to ſuch 
miſerable Souls I anſwer, What God has made for 
Man's Uſe is good, and what the bleſſed Jeſus 
allow'd, enjoin*d, or gave in an heavenly Example, 
is to be believed, obſerv*d and practiſed ; but in 
the whole Catalogue the Scriptures give of both, 
I never found the Attires and Way ot living of the 
< Generality of the Chriſtians of theſe Times.“ 
Penn's #0 Croſs, no Crown. pag. 93. Giving an 
Account of the Day of the Lord's Viſitation, and 
our Call from the Spirit of the World, he lays, 
Now there was a grand Inqueſt came upon our 
< whole Life; the Root examined, and Pendency 
< con{idered of every Thought. The Luſt of the 
« Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eye, and the Pride of Life 
0 open'd ro our View, and the Myſtery of Iniquity 
in us; and knowing the evil Leaven, and its divers 
evil Effects in ourſelves, how it had wrought, and 
c what it had done, we came to a Senſe and Know- 
0 
0 
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ledge of the State of others, and what we could 

not, nay dare not let live and continue in ourſelves, 

as being manifeſted to proceed from an evil Prin- 
ciple in the Time of Man's E we could 
not comply with in others.” 

Chriſtopher Story*s Journal, pag. 59. He gives 
an Account of Aaron Atkinſon, and his Maſter 
William Armſtrong, convinced and lived together, 
and honoured Truth in their Trading, being at a 


Word. They ſaw they were not to trade in pro- 


« hibited Goods, neither to ſell ſtriped and gaudy 
© Cloth, ſuch as was not ſeemly for Friends to wear: 
« Honelt Friends, of what Employment ſoever, 
© were concerned to be Teſtimony Bearers in the 
Way of their Trade and Buſineſs, and tho* it looked 
for a Time as it it would have hurt their Trades, 
* yet as they were faithful, they proſpered.” 
8 E. Shiel 1 
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S bield of Truth. A Tract by James Parnel, 1655. 
« Pride is the Fruit of the corrupt Tree. — Are 
Points and Ribbands of any Uſe but to ſatisfy the 
proud Mind? Alſo following the new Faſhions and 
0 Ee of the World, to make the Creature 
« ſeem ſomething in its own Eyes, and in the Eyes of 
« others; are not theſe the outward Signs of Pride 
© which lodges in the Heart? Covetouſneſs is another 
© Root of the corrupt Tree, which excites People to 
© purſue Wealth by unlawful Means, by gratifying 
© the Luſt of the Eye and Pride of Life; has not the 
© Lord pronounced a Woe againſt the Crown of 
Pride? and is he not determined to deſtroy it Root 
and Branch? and ſhall any profeſſing as we do, 
© by any Act of ours ſpare, nouriſh and keep it alive 
© in any one? God forbid! whoever then has thus 
done, let the Time paſt ſuffice, wherein they have 
© been making Proviſion for the Fleſh, to fulfil the 
«* ſinful Luſts thereof.” 3 5 

Penn's Juſt Meaſure. The Society we are of, 
has nothing to do with what Houſe I live in, what 
© Food Ieat, what Clothes I wear, nor what Trade 
© I follow, provided there be no Exceſs nor Uncom- 
© lineſs in all theſe,”—Agreeable to what the Apoſtle 
writes, Whatſoever is comely and of good Report, &c. 
that follow. — Now judge ye; is it comely and of 
good Report for the Members of a Society, pro- 
feſſing to deny all the fantaſtick Modes and 
Faſhions, and all the Superfluities in Uſe among 
what we term the World's People, and in Words 
zealous againſt them in the Youth of our own 
Society, and deſiring that all Mankind might be 
ſo enlightened by divine Grace, to ſee the Evil and 
Folly of theſe external Things, and are at times 
calling to them to forſake them, ſeeing the great 
Danger in theſe Luxuries, of hurting their eternal 
Intereſt? and what is aſtoniſhing, at another Time 
expoling to Sale rich plain and gaudy Silks, faſhion- 


able 
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able Ribbands, with a Train of other Vanities too 
numerous to add here. Judge yourſelves, Brethren, 
in theſe Things by the Spirit of Truth, and then no 
Man will judge you. 

Penn.— * Viſible Objects have a great Influence 
on the People, and therefore Satan is repreſented 
< tempting Eve with fair Fruit, pleaſant to the Senſes, 
the Palate, the Eye, Sc.“ And are not they who 
ſell vain and ſuperfluous Things, expoling them at 
Door and Windows, Tempters of the People to the 
Luft of the Eye and Pride of Life ? 

Barclay*s Apology, pag. 532. * *Tis not lawful 
for Chriſtians to uſe ſuperfluous Things, in Clothes, 
Sc.“ And then certainly not lawful to fell them, 
to feed theſe Luſts. | | 

Fox's Do#rinals, pag. 828. © Do not nouriſh the 

* Luſt of the Eye in your Families; if you do, you 
* nouriſh that which is not of God. — Pag. 881. 
© Whatever you gain by your Covetoulneſs from the 
< Luſts of others, will not this bring Deſtruction 
© upon you and your unrighteous Gain, which you 
have got by feeding their Luſts? for that Spirit 
< which feeds the deſtroying Luſt is the Deſtroyer, 
and the Profit of that will not be Gain to you in 
© the End.“ 
Fox's Epiſtles, pag. 2. The Children of this 
© World do moſtly mind external Things, their 
© Love is in them; but they who follow Chriſt in 
his Croſs, they are Strangers to the World, 
Wonders to the World, condemn'd by it: But 
< while the Nature of the World doth riſe in Man, 
O the deaf Ear, the blind Eye, the Underſtand- 
ing ſhutup, in which they judge ! — Pag. 8. We 
« ſee Men deſpiſe us when we go from our Principles. 
Pag. 263. Friends, keep to Truth's Principles.” 

John Fothergill's Journal, pag. 10. God is 
« deſirous that his Camp ſhould be cleanſed, for it 
« ſeems to me, that there are Abundance of People, 
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not of our Society, will confeſs to the Truth in 
Words, that have their Eyes very ſtrictly upon 
us, to ſce if our Actions agree with our Principles, 
and our Conduct aniwers the Profeſſion we make.? 
Lawſon's Mite, pag. 38. © As Nations come to 
be rectify'd and ſcaſon'd with the Salt of the King- 
dom, all Arts not favouring of God, but tending 
to deprave the People, and lead them into an airy 
uncertain State, will be witneſs'd againſt.' 

Penn's Epiſtle to the Churches, 1677. A Warning 
to all that make mention of the Name of the Lord, 
that they take care how they let out their Minds in 
any wiſe to pleaſe the Luſt of the Fleſh, the Luſt 
of the Eye, and Pride of Life, which are not of 
the Father, but of the World ; leſt any be exalted 
into a Liberty that maketh the Croſs of Chriſt of 
none Effect, and the Offence to ceaſe.— Theſe will 
become as the Salt which has loſt its Savour, and at 
laſt will be trod under the Feet of God and Man.” 
The ſame Author o the young Convinced, 1669. 
We are as well to be a Croſs in our Garbs, Gate, 
Salutations and Dealings, as to the Worſhips of 
this vain and adulterated World. — Epiſtle 1696. 
My Friends, bleſſed are they that ſee their Captain 
go before them, counſelling and leading them in 
all their outward and lawful Concerns, that they 
offend not.“ | 76 ö 
Stephen Criſp's Yorks, pag. 364. Beware of the- 
Wiles of thoſe who are crafty, and would: lead' 
from the Simplicity of the Goſpel, but keep your 
Teſtimony alive in all Things. — Pag. 381. Have 
a Care that nothing be done or permitted which” 


hurts your Teſtimony for God, his Name and' 


Example to others, in a Reſtoration (from the 
ſinful Life) of the whole World. Pag. 368. What 
is not right, Love conſtrains to deal uprightly 
with... That which God calls unclean, let no Man 


preſume to call clean, or join with it, -Pag. 169. 


There 
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There are many reaſoning with the Fleſh, May J 
not do this that my Heart defireth, and keep in the Way 
f Truth? Thus the Serpent begets a Queſtion of 
* obeying the Truth, and his Anſwer is always with 
© a Liberty to diſobey. — This bringeth Oppreſſion 
* on the pure Seed, and that withdraws, and ſo 
* Night comes. — Pag. 366, Let your Lives ſhine, 
that ſober Enquirers may be reach'd, without 
* which all Teſtimony is to no Purpoſe but to con- 
8 


demn us; Keep then a ſingle Eye, for ye cannot 


ſerve two Maſters.” 

Penn's Maxims, pag. 169. © Fear and Gain are 
the great Perverters of Mankind, when either pre- 
* valls the Judgment is violated.* If we contribute 
to Pride, we make ourſelves acceſſary to the Conſe- 
quences ariling therefrom, and juſtly charged with 
keeping the World in Ignorance. 

Ireland, 1688, A a Meeting of Merchants, 
Clothiers and Taylors. We being met together 
according to the Apppointment of the Half- year's 


Friends to make draught, figur'd and ſtrip'd Fork, 
or to ſell ſuch, or make them up into Clothes ; and 
upon the whole Debate and Reſolves, we believe it 
is comely and according to Truth, and 'Fruth- 
like, for Friends to wear plain Apparel, and to 
make plain Stuffs, and to ſel] plain Things, and 
tor Taylors to make Clothes plain; and that it 
will be commendable that all Friends, who have 
the Truth chiefly in their Eye in all the ſaid 
Clothes and Goods, in their dealing, making and 
wearing; and that if any Friend do, for Truth's 
Sake, lay aſide and deny themſelves of the Profit 
of what they might expect to get, by figur'd and 
© ſtrip*'d Things, we believe they will not loſe their 
© Reward. And Friends would do well to encourage 
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© Friends of that Trade that cannot anſwer the 


World's Faſhions,” _ * 
| E 3 Half-year*s 


Meeting, to conſider whether it be convenient for 
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Half-year's Meeting, 1693. The Tearly- meeting 
© of Women apply to this Meeting for Advice, 
< about Friends having printed or painted Hang- 
< ings, Shining-tables, Cheſts of Drawers, and Dreſſ- 
* ing-boxes, large Looking-glaſles, painted Rooms, 
© &c. The Senle of this Meeting is, That Friends 
© ought not to run into, but lay aſide all printed 
© and painted Hangings, and to avoid any Hang- 
< ings of Rooms as much as poſſible ; if they have 
© real Neceſſity for plain Hangings, that they ma 
take Advice before they do it.—And that they 
deny themſelves of ſuch Finery of Tables, Drawers, 
Sc. which gratify an high Mind, and uſe plain 
ones for Service; that none keep large Looking- 
« plaſſes, (and if Partitions colour'd, to be of one 
plain Colour.') And may I add, it is adviſable to 
reduce the Number of ſmaller Looking-glaſſes. 

Advices of Half-year's Meeting continued. **Tis 
c defir*d, all Friends that are Joiners, Ship-carpen- 
ters, Foundrs, that are preſent, to meet apart 
and conſider what is convenient for them to make, 
and give their Judgment to the Meeting to ſpread 
abroad for Truth's Service ; which was as fol- 
lows : That Cheſts of Drawers ought to be plain, 
all of one Colour, without any [ſwelling Works: 
That Tables and Chairs ought ro be plain with- 
out carving, keeping our ot all new Faſhions ; 
and all Mouldings one above another about Beds, 
Clock-caſes, Sc. ought to be avoided, only what 
is according to Truth, ſo that all Furniture ſhould 
be plain, — That Ship-carpenters leave off carving 
and making Images, and putting them up in Ships. 
That Founders take care to keep out of caſting 
© Images, or ſuperfluous Things. — That Saddlers 
* make plain Saddles for Men and Women.“ 

Fox's Dotirinals, pag. 111. The Faſhions of the 
WWorid made manifeſt, Is not all your Faſhions to 
< pleaſe the Luſt of the Eyes? You are carried 

; away 
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© away with the Vanities of your Minds, and the 
© Inventions of your wicked Hearts: Do you not 
© believe that God will ſpew you out for thus pol- 
* luting the Earth and ſtaining of it, who are given 
© up to the Inventions of Faſhions ? — Craftſmen 
given up to Inventions of Faſhions, — The neweſt 
Faſhions pleaſes the People beſt. —You ſerve your 
Inventions more than God, though you call on 
him with your Lips, — You ſay the Quakers Reli- 
gion ſtands in this, 7o cry againſt the Faſhions of 
the World ; nay, not altogether ; yet it doth ſtand 
to cry againſt them. — The Quakers Religion is 
pure, and keeps from the Spots of the World and 
the Faſhions of it. — It is Time to cry againſt all 
your Faſhions, for the Devil hath carried you to 
ſuch a Height, who are in the Wiidom of the 
Earth, which is ſenſual, that it is Time to cry 
againſt them upon the Wall.” 
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No Croſs, no Crown, pag. 15. * The true Diſciples 


of our Lord muſt be crucify'd to Objects and 
Employments that attract downwards.” 
Fox's Epiſtles, pag. 209. * Friends, keep your 
Hands, Tongues, Feet, Bodies and Hearts clean, 
out of all Pollutions; keep out of all the vain 
Faſhions of the World, and over that unchaſte 
Spirit that invents new Faſhions daily in Apparel 
and Diet; keep chaſte, that your Lives and 
« Converſations may judge them in ſuch Things.“ 
Gilbert Latey, convinced by Edward Borrough's in 
1654, was a Man fearing God, and hating Iniquity, 


6 6 & a 


fervent and zealous againſt Deceit; which Teſti. 


mony he bore faithful N ee to his Ability. 
Having received a Gift in the Miniſtry, he honoured 
them greatly who were Elders in the Lord, as they 
kept to that Power that firſt broke forth in their 
Hearts; he would often ſay, they were as Marrow 
to bis Bones. — He took up the Croſs, and deſpiſed 
the Shame, and it pleaſed the Lord to bring a Trial 
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upon him, like cutting off a right Hand, viz, He 
being a Taylor, was employed by Perſons of Note, 
who would have their Apparel] ſet off with much 
Coſt and Superfluity of Lace and Ribbands, and he 
came under a conſcientious Concern not to meddle 
therewith, nor ſuffer his Servants to put it on; fo 
he was forced to part with his Servants, not knowing 
but he muſt be a Servant himſelf ; yet he choſe to 
leave all rather than loſe his Peace with the Lord, 
who never forſakes thoſe who truſt in him : Thus 
was he reſigned to God's Will. He wrote an Epiſtle 
to all Tradeſmen whattoever, telling them, The Lord 
was appearing to ſearch out the Works and Deeds of 
Darkneſs ; and exhorts all, of what Trade, Office or 
Calling ſoever, 10 leave off all the Evil in them, for 
the Lord was weary of it, and grieved with the Evil 
' wed in their Employments which they were daily exer- 
ciſed in, and led to by the Enemy of Souls; for which 
they muſt all come to Judgment for the Pride that they 
have been Leaders inio, and Preparers of the May for 
Pride and Vanity, which grieves the Lord Day by Day. 
John Hall, Father of David Hall ol Skipton, lately 
deceaſed, born in 1637, a Taylor by Trade, was often 
employed in the Families of great Men and Circum- 
itances, had in great Eſteem amongſt them, being wil- 
ling, capable and ready to gratity them in the Modes, 
Cuts and Superfluitices of the Times, being himſelf at 
that Time a Youth gay and modiſh in Apparel, 
iprightly and jovial in Spirit, ſwimming towards the 
Profits and Pleaſures of this fading World; yet pre- 
terved from grols Enormitics, was awakened by one 
Gervaſe Benſon : Some Time after, in a ſilent Meeting, 
convinced of the bleſſed Truth, and continued in it to 
his dying Day. Now the Light of the juſt Man's Path, 
hich ſhines more and more to the perfett Day, made fur- 
ther Diſcoveries unto him; for whereas aforetime he 


had gratified the vain Minds of Men and Women in 


the Faſhions and Superfluities then in vogue, now he 
found 
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found a Reſtriction laid upon him, and a conſcientious 
Scruple in doing ſuch like Things: Howbeit, for 
ſome Time, through Reaſoning, c. permitted his 
Servant or Servants that wrought with him to have 
ſome hand in the doing of it. He did not at the 
firſt renounce all thoſe Superfluities, and the Profits 
that might ſeem to ariſe therefrom, but the Light 
ſhone brighter and brighter, and diſcovered Things 


further and further; and as he fat in a Meeting on 


a certain Day (the Power of the Lord ſeized him) he 
was ſo remarkably affected, that his Hands were 
drawn together, the Uſe of his Limbs taken from 
him, and he fell down on the Floor, where he Jaid 
for tome Time, to the Admiration of the Spectators. 
After this Viſitation, which he took to be a Diſpen- 
ſation of the righteous Judgments of the Lord, for 
his being inſtrumental in ſetting on of Lace on 
Womens Apparel, and other Superfluities of the 
Times, which frequently occur'd in his Buſineſs, he 
was ſweetly favoured with an immediate Succeſſion 
of refreſhing Conſolation, ſo that he could ing of 
Judgment and Mercy. From that Time he never 
durſt ſet on any Lace, or other ſuperfluous Orna- 
ments, or gratify the proud Minds of Men and 
Women in the vain Faſhions and changeable Modes 
of the Times, neither with his own Hands, nor the 
Hands of his Servants, what Diſadvantage ſoever it 
might be unto him : But the Lord proſpered what 
he put his Hand to; he was with his Servant, and 
is with all the Faithful that follow his Leadings and 
Drawings of the Light and Truth, even to the 
giving an hundred Fold in this World, and in the 
World to come Life everlaſting. 

Soon after this, he was ſent for by a great Man to 
make ſome very fine Clothes; when he ſaw the 
Work was to be wrought with many Superfluities, 
which for Conſcience-ſake he durſt not undertake, 
upon his Refuſal they told him, he might let his 


Man 
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Man do them; but he ſaid he durſt neither permit 
his Man to do them, nor aſſiſt him; then they ſaid 
they muſt employ another. He was willing to loſe 
all, rather than his Peace with the Lord: He freely 
turn'd his Back of all that worldly Intereſt: And 
Providence ſo favour'd his conſcientious Care, that he 
got plain Work enough, and his Wages increaſed ; 
as he was faithful in a little, the Lord made greater 
Things manifeſt unto him, for in the Families in 
which he had been light, airy and wanton, he was 
now made to reprove Vanity, and bear a living 
Teſtimony to the everlaſting God in Word, Doc- 
trine, Lite and Converſation ; and it pleaſed the 
Lord to diſpenſe to him a Gift or Talent in the free 
living Miniſtry of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which 
through his Bleſſing he improved to God's Honour 
and the Comfort of Souls. He recruited in the 
World and lived reputably among his Neighbours ; 
but the Officers were very rigorous in the Execution 
of the Law upon him, and in the Year 1683 was 
ſeveral Limes in Prifon, but the Lord made way 
for him and all that faithfully follow him, let their 
Difficulties be what they may. He was zealous in 
Diſcipline to keep up that Hedge, and ſtrict and 
conſcientious in the Nurture and Education of his 
Children. | 

Extract from a Treatiſe wrote by Henry Lombe 
of Norwich, Weaver ; printed 1684, reprinted 1693, 
I do declare, that the Work which has been 
< wrought in me is the Lord's Work, and Praiſes 
be given to him alone. And I do alſo further de- 
« clare that the Lord, in this Day of great Loye to 
my Soul, has been pleaſed to diſcover to me divers 
Things, wherein I diſobey'd his holy Law in my 
© Heart, and which he did require me to forſake 
and part withal ; but that which in particular I 
find a Concern to live upon my Spirit, to give 
© forth as a publick Teſtimony unto others is, Te 
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the Lord hath maniteſted to me bis Diſpleaſure 
againſt my being concerned in making any figur'd 
and gaudy Stuffs, whoſe End and Service was 
chiefly to ſatisfy the vain and proud Minds of 
Men and Women, that live in Diſobedience to 
God; and that thoſe Things have their Riſe and 
Beginning, and are invented by Man, whoſe Heart 
and Mind is gone aſtray from the Counſel of the 
Lord, and therefore by ſuch as come to yield up 
unto him, and take Counſel of his holy Spirit, 
they are to be deny*d and turn'd from; and we 
are not to reaſon with Fleſh and Blood about 


theſe Things, ſaying, if I leave this Way, I know 


not bow 1 ſhall get ſuch a Maintenance for my 
Family as I now can; and if the Lord would make 
out a Way for me in other Things, 1 could willingly 
part with this, And ſo are prefering their preſent 
Proſperity in this ſhort and tranſitory Life, before 
their Peace and eternal Comfort and Felicity with 
the Lord for ever: O, my Friends, it is better to 
have inward Peace with the Lord, and the Seal 
and Teſtimony of Faithfulneſs born witneſs unto 
us, and in us, though we do ſuffer in the outward, 
than to enjoy outward Comfort for a little Seaſon, 
and want inward Peace. — My Friends, it is the 
Lord hath given unto me, that thoſe that are 
obedient unto him, and bear a faithful Teſtimon 

for his Truth, againſt that Spirit of Pride and 
Wickedneſs, that ſo much abounds in this our 
Age, they ſhall not want that which is neceſſary 
for their Support in the. outward ; and on the 
contrary, they that refuſe to obey the Lord and 
anſwer his Requirings, and think by continuing in 
that which grieves his holy Spirit, to gather to- 
gether and increaſe in Riches, the Lord 1s able to 
blaſt all their Increaſe when he pleaſes 3 therefore 
let all be perſuaded to be faithful to the Lord, 
and turn their Hearts and Minds to ſeek him 


above 
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above all other Things, and all Things good for 
us ſhall be added.“ 

Colledtion of Trads written by ſeveral Friends : 
I,il:'iam Billing, in the third Page of his Epiſtle to 
Friends, ſays, Let nothing be bought or ſold that 
is ſuperfluous, or deſtructive to God's Creation.— 
Let none, I ſay, return to any Part of the old 
« Vomit.” 

Deut. xxiii. 18. The Price of a Dog ſhalt thou not 
bring into God's Houſe, — The marginal Note ſays, 
forbidding Gain got by evil Things io be apply'd 40 
the Service of God. 

Ambrole Rigge*s Life. Epiſtle to Friends, pag. 
348. Wait upon the Lord in Faith, and he will 
give you what is ncedful in his own Time, and 
with a Bleſſing added; but I have learn'd this by 
long and good Experience, to recommend to you 
in Brotherly Caution, not to ſeek lawiul Things 
by unJawful Means, for that is not good in the 
Sight of God; but let the Lamp of Righteouſneſs 
go before you in all your outward  Undertakings, 
by which all Snares which may be laid in the 
Way may be avoided, in the Dominion which 
ſubdueth all Things which are not of God.” 
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London, the 2d of the Eleventh Month 1682. 


A Paper to Friends and others, againſt the Pomps of 
the World uſed by many Tradeſmen in their Vocations, 
contrary io many of their Sureties, Promiſes and 
Vows ; by George Fox. Dodtrinals, pag. 824. 


Friends, 


6 TAND in the eternal Power of God, Witneſſes 
C for the eternal God againſt the Devil and his 
© Works, and the World, and the Luſts and Pomps 
* and Vanities thereof; which World the Devil 
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is God of. Now there is a Saying by the God- 
tathers, ſo called, that they do promiſe and vow, 
Sc. toforſake the Devil and all his Morꝶs, the Pomps 
and Vanities cf the wicked World, and all the ſinful 
Luſts of the Fleſh, and vow for Children hat they 
will not follow nor be led by them, but forſake them all. 
And do we not ſee many run into them all, or 
many of the Luſts and Pomps and Vanities of the 
World? And are not ſuch offended at ſuch Tradeſ- 
men that cannot trim their Clothes and Apparel 
according to the Pomps, Luſts and Faſhions of 
the World, which pals away? But ſuch Tradel- 
men as ſtand Witneſſes in the Power and Truth of 
God, and cannot fulfil Peoples Minds in the Lufts 
and Vanities of the World, 1 fay, they are 
offended at them. 

But did God make Man and Woman with theſe 
Pomps, and Vanities, and Luſts, or how came 
they into them? No; God did not make them 
with theſe Luſts and Vanities; but when Man and 
Woman forſook the living God and diſobey'd 
bim, and followed the Serpent Satan, the Devil, 
then he filled them with the Pomps, Luſts and 
Vanities of a wicked World, which he is God of: 
So they fell from the Righteouſnels, Holineſs and 
Image of God, and tranſgreſſing the Command 
of God, and following the Serpent, he hath filled 
them with Pride, Malice and Hatred, and with' 
the Luſts and Vanities of the World. And ſome 
are grieved and vex'd if they cannot have ſuch 


Vanities as others have, and think much at ſuch 


who are in Pomp and Pride above them, and the 
Luſt the Devil begets in them, in Man and Woman 
in the Fall.—So it had a Beginning in Man and 


Woman, and mult there have an End, if ever they 


come to God.,—So they that ſtand faithful Wir- 
neſſes for God againſt the Pride, Pomps and Vani- 
ties of the World, they cannot pleaſe nor ſatisfy 


them, 
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them, though it bring them much Gain. For the 


© Apoſtle ſaith, the Luſt of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the 
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Eye, and Pride of Life, is not of the Father ; [mark, 
not of the Father] not of God the Father, the 
Creator of all, that takes Care of all, who is Lord 
of all.—If theſe Luſts be not of the Father, who 
are they of then, but of the Devil, the God of 
this World? So theſe Tradeſmen that are God's 
Witneſſes, cannot fulfil theſe Luſts of the Eye, 


* &c. which are of the Devil, whom Chriſt deſtroys 
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and his Works; and are ſealed and certain Wit- 
neſſes in God's eternal Power, againſt all which 13 
not of the Father, but of the Devil. And they are 
alſo Witneſſes for that which is of God the Father, 
and his Son Feſus Chriſt, and for his Glory, and for 
his Honour and Praiſe. 
< But they that are in the Pomps and Vanities of a 
wicked World, and Followers of the God of this 
World, and his Works, the Luſt of the Fleſh, the 
Luft of the Eye, and Pride of Life, they hate and 
perſecute them that ſtand Witnefles againſt ſuch 
Things, and will hardly employ ſuch who ſtand 
Witneſſes againſt their Pride. So theſe Tradeſ- 
men can hardly get any Trading while they wit- 
neſs for God, the Father's Power and Truth, 
againſt thoſe who are in the Pomps and Vanities 
which is not of the Father. But in ſo doing they 
know they keep clean Conſciences to God, and 
know and are aſſured that his Bleſſing reſts upon 
them, who will bleſs them with Bleſſings from 
above and beneath, as they are Witneſſes for God, 
who hath his upper and nether Springs to refreſh 
them, which enables them to ſtand faithful Witneſſes 
for the living God their Father, ro whom be Glory 
for ever, whole Glory is over all the Works of 
his Hands, who is worthy to be ſerved, worſhip- 
ped and honoured for evermore, Amen. 

And 
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And therefore 'tis good for all to wait patiently 
upon the Lord, for tome of you do know, that 
when Truth frſt broke out in London, many 
Tradeſmen could not take ſo much Money in their 
Shops as would buy them Bread, becauſe they 
withſtood the World's Ways, Words, Faſhions 
and Cuſtoms; yet by their patient waiting on the 
Lord, in their good Life and Converſation, they 
came to anſwer the Truth in Peoples Conſciences ; 
ſo there aroſe a Belief in People, hat Friends 
would no! wrong them in any Thing ; ſo at laſt the 
Lord did increaſe his Bleſſings both inwardly and 
outwardly upon his People: Therefore let none 
murmur nor complain, but wait in Patience and 
Faithſulneſs upon the Lord, who is both God of 
Heaven and Earth ; all is the Lord's, who can fill 
you both with his ſpiritual and temporal Bleſſings ; 
therefore all walk worthy of them in Truth and 
Righteouſneſs, and that whatever ye do in Word 
or Deed, it may be done to the Praiſe and Glory 
of God. 
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George Fox's Epiſtles, pag. 288. Help ſuch 
who have left a Calling which they for Conſcience 
ſake cannot follow; do the beſt you can to help 
them, and further them to Employments, that 
they may labour in the Thing that is good, and be a 
« Bleſſing in the Creation.” 

Extract from a Treatiſe of Diſcipline, by Dr. Rutty, 
pag. 441. Hiſtory of Friends in Ireland. There 
remains yet worthy of Notice, certain particular 
© Inſtances of their tender Regard to Jultice, and 
© their condemning the Acquiſition of Riches by 
Means either unlawful, or ſuch as interfered with 
the Dictates of their Conſcience, viz. I find it to 
have been the Concern of a National Meeting, 
s held in Dublin 1677, to recommend to Friends, 


© that 
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that they ſhould forbear ſelling needleſs Things, 
and ſuch as had a Tendency to uphold Pride and 
Vanity : Such they deemed to be the Merchandize 
of Gold and Silver Lace, gaudy Ribbands, Silks, 
Sc. all which kind of Traffick, ſeveral Perſons 
who had been concerned in, when they came to 
be of this Judgment, did lay down for Conſcience 
ſake.” 

Extracts from the Half Years Meet; ng in Ireland, 


1676. Whereas there have been ſeveral Teſtimo- 
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nies from our former Half Years Meetings, againſt 
the vain and never ſettled Faſhions in Apparel, 
and againſt Superfluity in Houſhold Stuff and 
otherwiſe, and againſt making and felling ſuch 
Things which Truth will not allow of; : and to the 
End ſuch Things may not creep in again, and that 
the Expectation of all faithful Friends may be 
anſwered herein, and the ſaid Teſtimonies kept 
up, Friends at the ſaid Meeting do ſignify their 
continued and conſtant Unity with the faid former 
Teſtimonies, Copies whereof being ſent herewith, 
deſiring the Mens and Womens Meetings every 
where in this Nation, to look into theſe Matters, 
and to uſe all Ways and Means in Truth to get 
them ſwept away, where ſuch Things appear, and 
are found; that ſo the Houle may be kept clean: 
And that all Friends in Cities, Towns and Country, 
do keep up taeir Teſtimony againſt Obſervation 
of Days, called holy Days; alſo the Womens 
Meetings every where to be encouraged and help- 
ed, according to a Paper of our dear Friend 7obhn 
Banks, recommended to the Men and Womens 
Meetings to accompliſh its Service.” 
Tovid, in 1677. Friends of the ſeveral Provinces 
are defired tro take Care, that the Teſtimonies 
formerly given forth againſt the World's Faſhions 
in Apparel, and Superlluity in Houſhold Stuff 
or otherwiſe, and againſt Tithes, directly or 
indirectly, 
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indirectly, and againſt making and ſelling ſuch 
Things as Truth will not allow of, that theſe 
Things be enquired into in every reſpective Meet- 
ing by faithful Friends, and that Returns be made 
to the Provincial Meetings, how ſuch Things are 
found in each particular Meeting.“ 


© Dear Friends, 


T being by us known, that the Ancient of Days 

is come, to bring Things into ancient Order 3 
that the Searcher of all Hearts is come to ſearch 
thoroughly; that the Rock of Ages is appear'd for 
People to build thereon; that the Comlineſs and 
Beauty of him is now ſeen, whoſe Face has been more 
marr*d than the Face of any Man, whoſe glorious 
Brightneſs hath enlightned our Underſtandings; by 
which Candle of the Lord we ſee the State of the 
Sons and Daughters of Men, and how the Enemy 
of Mankind goeth about ſecking whom he may 
devour, and entangle again with the Glory and 
Beauty of this World, ſetting before Men and 
Women the Comlineſs and Decency of the ſeveral 
Faſhions of the World, and alſo the Delight and 
Pleaſure which may be had therein ; by which we 
ſee many are enſnared by looking out at thoſe 
Things, and not keeping upon their Watch Tower, 
whereby they might ſee all the Baits and Snares the 


Enemy of their Souls lays in the broad Way and 


crooked Bye-paths, for their Hurt and Deſtruction. 


And therefore the Lord hath put it into our 
Hearts, to beſeech all to be willing to come out of, 


and lay aſide all thoſe dead Things, which doth 
not become the Sons and Daughters, the Servants 
and Handmaids, of the living God, after that he 
bath ſo gloriouſly in Lite and Power appeared unto 
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them. 
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And ve deſire that in all Men and Womens Meet- 
ings, faithful Men and Women be choſen, as have 
not enter*d into any of thele Things, but are come 
out, and keepeth out of them all, ſince they were 
convinced of the living Truth of God, or ſuch as 
now with a willing and ready Mind, in the Dread 
and Fear of the Lord God Almighty, will come 
out of them all, to the Intent that they without 
Delay, in the meek and melting Spirit of the Lord 
with much Tendernels, may viſit all thoſe that 
have enter*d into, or keep in the World's Faſhions 
in their Apparel, Houſhold Stuff or otherwiſe z 
or in ſelling thoſe Things which the faithful People 
of God cannot lawfully uſe or wear; and to exhort 
them to come out of them all. And if any are not 
willing, and do nog, come out.of thoſe Things, 
after they have been twice or thrice. exhorted, then 
thoſe that exhorted them, to,acquaint the Mens 
and Womens Meeting, with it, to whom they do 
belong, to the End they may be had betore the 
Meeting to anſwer for their ſo doing, that the 
Glory and Honour of God may be over all, and 
in us all, to our Comfort and Conlolation.” 
Friends, keep to the ancient Principles of Truth, 
/f. At a Word in all your Callings and Dealings 
without Oppreſſion. 2d. To ſound Language, 
Thou to every one. 3d. In your Teſtimony againſt 
the World's Faſhions. 4th, To your 'Teftimony- 
againſt the Prieſts, their Tithes and Maintenance. 


5th, Againit Maſs Houſes, and repairing them. 


6%. Againſt the-World's joining in Marriage, and 
the Priefts, and ſtand up ſor God's joining. 
7th, Againſt Swearing, and the World's Manners 
and Faſhions. 8/. Againſt all Looſeneſs and 
Pleaſures, and Prophaneſs whatſoever, and againſt 
all the World's Ways and Worſhips, and Reli- 
gions; and ſtand up for God; ſee that every one 
that hata Cone wrong, that they do reſtore. * 

That 


— 
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That all Difference be ſpeedily made up. 10th. 
That all bad Things be judged ſpeedily, that 


© they do not fly abroad to corrupt Peoples Minds; 


5 


that all Reports be ſtopp'd the defaming any one. 


London, 13th of the GEORGE Fox.” 
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Fifth Month 1671. 


A Hammer to break down all invented Tmages. 


George Fox's Doctrinals, pag. 312. Man (ſays he) 


tranſgreſs*'d by touching that which was forbidden. 
— And the Law was added becauſe of Tranſgreſ- 
ſion. — But the Law made nothing perfect, not 
taking away the Root, only taking hold upon 
the Actions. — But Chriſt, which, or who deſtroy'd 
Death with his Works, takes away the Root of 
Sin, and deſtroys the Beginning of it, Jo wit, the 
Original the Devil, who abode not in the Truth 
himſelf, who led Men and Women out of the 


Truth, and fo to be like him in his Image, and not 


like God in his Image; and therefore Chriſt, who 
deſtroy'd the Devil, renews Man again into the 
Image of God. 

And now all Men that be in the Image of the 
Devil, out of Truth, out of the Image of Gad, 
they are them that are making Images, Likeneſſes 
and Repreſentations of Things in Heaven, in the 
Earth, in the Waters above and below; ſo theſe 
would be Imitators of the Creator and Maker of 
all Things in Heaven, in the Earth, Sc. ho" they 
do not worſhip them , and this is forbidden, both to 
worſhip and to make them. , Is. ved 
« And therefore all Friends, and People, pluck 
down your Images, your Likeneſs, your Pictures, 


and your Repreſentations of Things in Heaven, 


Sc. I ſay, pluck them out of your Houſes, Walls 
and Signs, or other Places, that none of you be 
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found Imitators of his Creator, whom you ſhould 
ſerve and worſhip; and not obſerve the idle, 
lazy Mind, that would go, invent and make 
Things like a Creator and Maker; any Thing, I 
ſay, that is in Heaven, &c. for mind, while Man 
was in the Image of God, and his Likeneſs, and 
the Woman, they did not make any Likeneſſes; 
but when Man loſt the Image of God, then they 
did begin to make ſuch Things as the Stock of 
Nimrod, in Ninas his Time; then they began to 
make Images of their Children, and indulge them 
that would worſhip them : At laſt they worſhipped 
four-footed Beaſts, as in Rom. i. 23. ſo in the Re- 
ſtoration of Jeſus Chriſt there is no Image, nor 
Likeneſs, Sc. therefore down and away with all 
your Images, Sc. you Imitators of God your 
Maker and Creator, you who have made Like- 
neſſes of Things in Heaven, Sc. I ſay, down with 
them out of your Houſes, and off your Sign- poſts, 
with the Power of God ; for as that ariſes in your 
Hearts, the Nature that doth appertain to them, 
or adore or worſnip them, and the Makers of 
them, by the Power ot God are thrown down, it 
and them both.” 

Edward Haiſtwell, who was once ſaid to be Servant 
to George Fox, married a rich Merchant's Daughter, 
and was afterwards eſteem'd very rich; but running 
into Grandeur, he among other Things had Pictures 
hung up in his Houſe, at the Sight of which William 
Edmundſon was ſo wounded, that he weightily ſaid 
thereon, Surely the Lord will viſit for theſe Things, 
Some Time after a Hand turn'd againſt this rich 
Man, ſo that inſtead of his own ſaying, be would 
leave off Trade when be had arrived to four Hundred 
Thouſand Pounds, his Bills were return'd upon him, 


and he fell ſhort with his Creditors, ending his Days 
in that State, 
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George Fox's Doctrinale, pag. 73. A Cry for 
Repentance to London chiefly, and to thoſe whoſe 
Fruits do ſhame their Profeſſion, that they may 
come to yea and nay in their Communications and 
Dealings, that their Life may judge the World. 
eorge Fox concludes this Warning thus. * And all 
you Makers of Images, Baubles and Toys, to 
pleaſe the Luſts and Vanity of the People, repent, 
repent, leſt God conſume you with the Vanity. 
And you that delight in fine Houfes, and Appa- 
rel, and the Eyes are fix'd in thoſe Things, re- 
pent, leſt God deſtroy you with them.“ He calls 
ext to Aſtrologers, Fortune-tellers, &c. * God's Arm 
is turn'd, with which he will gather his People 30 
« himſelf ; the Furnace is prepar'd, the Oven is 
« provided, and all high Buildings ſhall be laid low, 
and the Cities waſte and without Inhabitants : The 
© Lord God is bringing his People to his City, and 
many are in their Way wandering to it, and many 
are enter'd into their Reſt, — Therefore to you 
repenting ones is this, and to you unrepenting ones, 
that you may come to ſee the Way hither out of 
the Earth, into the righteous Way and Path of 
© Life, which leads to God the Fae of Life; and 
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to you this is the Word of the Lord God, from 
him that dwells in that which comprehends the 
World, and anſwering this ſhall be with that of 

God in every one of you. — Have not Ribbands, 
Jewels, Images and Baubles, carried away the 
Eyes and Hearts of People, which bringeth them 
ro loſe Sincerity ?' O! repent ye whoſe Hearts 
and Eyes are given to Vanity, Jeſt the Lord 
come upon you like Mortar and Clay, and tread 

< you to pieces like Potſherds.“ 
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N Exhortation to the Inhabitants of the Pro- 
vince of South Carolina, to bring their Deeds to 
the Light of Chriſt in their own Conſciences. By 
Sophia Hume. In which is inſerted, ſome Account 
of'the Author's Experience in the 1 important Buſineſs 
ot Religion. price. 1. SRSERL 
An Epiſtle to the Inhabitants of South Carolina ; 
containing ſundry Obſervations proper to be con- 
ſider'd by every Profeſſor of Chriſtianity in general. 
By Sophia Hume. Price 9 d. 
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